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INTRODUCTION 


Make for thyself a definition or description of 
the thing which is presented to thee, so as to see dis- 
tinctly what kind of a thing it is, in its substance, in 
its nudity, in its complete entirety, and tell thyself 
its proper name, and the names of the things of which 
it has been compounded and into which it will be 
resolved. For nothing is so productive of elevation 
of mind as to be able to examine methodically and 
truly every object which is presented to thee in life, 
and always to look at things so as to see at the same 
time what kind of Universe this is and what kind of 
use every thing performs in it, and what value every 
thing has with reference to the whole, and what with 
reference to man, who is a citizen of the highest city, 
of which all other cities are like families, what each 
thing is, and of what is composed, and how long it 
isthe nature of this thing to ensure. 

— Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, 


Ye build! Ye build! but ye enter not in, 

Like the tribes whom the desert devoured in 
their sin, 

From the land of promise ye fade and die, 

Ere its verdure gleams forth on your wearied 
eye. 


, —Mrs. Sigourney 
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is the unequal distribution of social blessings while 
Socialism is the equal distribution of social curses.”’ 
He also characterised Russia as a riddle wrapped in 
mystery inside engima, as a precaution against further 


baffling questions, 
Such graphic but cheap expressions cannot stem 


the storm which is brewing in empty stomachs. A 
society which turns a blind eye to the problem of 
poverty and turns a deaf ear to the demand for social 
justice, sits on the thin crust of a labouring volcano. 
The affluent classes may exercise their influence and 
defer an incipient crisis. But this very deference pre- 
cipitates their doom, because ‘“‘the hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick,” and the union of sick hearts 
make the whole society sick. This is what has been 
in process in Pakistan since its inception. 
Unfortunately for the people of Pakistan, Quaid- 
Azam died soon after his epoch-making triumph 
H over the serried array of enemies within and without. 
} hose who succeeded him belonged to the Possessing 
Class. They were the glittering relics of feudalism 
which has been aptly described by H.G. Wells as 
“confusion roughly organised.’” With the best will 
in the world they were congenitally unfit to size up 
he problem. They dilly-dallied with the pressing 
and distressing economic problem. They were so self- 
obsessed that they did not care to capitalize the 
surge of patriotism and the strong sense of emotional 
integration, and frame an acceptable constitution. 


Time and tide wait for no body. These purse-proud 
politicians were at last overtaken by Nemisis and 
Avenging Furies in 1958. Then people here and 
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jandmaid of his tyrannical policies. The pinch-beck 
Cyesar vindicated the truth of Lord Acton’s dictum: 
omer corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolu- 
ly.” Neither he nor his sycophants gave a moment's 
thought to the progressive deterioration of the econo- 
nit conditions of the people. It was during the 
dade of decay, decline and decadence that twenty- 
inte families monopolized the wealth of the country 
md iniicted a grinding poverty on their victims. 
The people were all the time being fed on the flabby 
wotion that the economic crisis was the birth-pang 
fa millennium. Even if it was so why the ruler and 
hs satellites did not share the sufferings. The pious 
Muslim rulers in the past did not let the subjects stew 
it their own juice. It is a broad fact of history that 
lis Pious Caliphates always minimised their rations 
ind reduced them to the level of a humble citizen. This 
msaradiant proof of their genuine solicitude, and 
B ey always made their subjects feel that they would 

ink and swim with them. Even the communists and 
B ler cater-cousins—socialists cannot present any 
Bch instance of benevolence from the lives of their 
faders and rulers. As a matter of fact they have no 
B sh traditions because traditions are a byproduct of 
F tod living and the socialist rulers have never had a 
B spell of benevolently good living. But the history of 
F |lamabounds in instances of the Muslim Caliphs and 
} Xulers living on bare diet during famine. But the 
| \surpers and the upstarts ruled Pakistan with an iron 
hand and did not suffer a flea-bite when the teeming 
his could hardly make both ends. With a view 

‘owning the cries of anguish, the Press and the 
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wen the conservatives have thrown to the winds 
iheir antiquated notions. They have now tacked their 
sails according to the breeze. 


In spite of the fact that all parties promise to lead 
0 economic E] Dorado through Islam, they have 
plitup into two warring camps and have begun to 
rand each other infidels. On one side are the 
Rightist leaders, who curse Socialism by bell, book 
id candle, because it is a lineal descendent of 
Marxism which is a godless ideology. We know that. 
Marxists who do not camouflage their creed, are 
wainst religion because they think that religion 
brings strength to the elbow of the Possessing Class 
ind proclaims poverty as a verdict of destiny. Natu- 
ally the opponents of Marxism have a common 
dlatform. But in their crusade against godless Com- 
munism they have begun to rectify their approach to 
the economic problem. They have begun to condemn 
Capitalism as un-Islamic. Though it is late in the 
day to decry Capitalism, yet it is a welcome sign. But 
ihey still ting changes on the sanctity of private 
ownership, which must be put into test- tube to separate 
goats from sheep. Private ownership referring to the 
atticles of personal consumption is an inviolable 
sanctity which every sane man will defend. It is not 
being subverted anywhere. But the vast wealth in- 
vested in money-minting enterprises cannot be 
regarded as private ownership. It is Capitalism 
which erodes away the genuine private ownerships 
of the teeming millions, The Islamic groups and par- 
lies denounce Capitalism, but not as violently as they 


denounce Socialism which they condemn as a nigger 
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le problem of poverty nor can they let the Capita- 
ists feel snug like a bug inthe rug. If we scan their 
punifestoes, they are all alike or at least have a family 
ikeness, But in their sabre-rattling and swash- buckl- 
ingspeeches they appear to be poles apart. The Right- 
ii groups breathe fire and brimstone against Soci- 
lism and they brand it as infidelity. They deride the 
joialists and the “Islamic Socialists” and say that 
ixyare like a blind man searching in a dark room 
ta black cat that is not there. The Socialists or the 
‘samic Socialists” retort by saying that the theolo- 
dats would succeed in tracking down the elusive cat. 


The man in the street, awakened and alerted by 
li economic stress and distress, feels that both the 
Rightists and the Leftists cherish certain mental 
servations, The former have now begun to criticise 
Capitalism. But the inhibited way in which they spell 
ut their criticism betrays that they have a soft cor- 
ut for the Possessing Class because they plead mild 
neasures for dealing with them. They weaken their 
\lamic stand by saying that nationalization is repug- 
wat to the spirit of Islam. They call it an act of 
wercive expropriation. But there is another side to 
Fie medal. The fact that when ten-percent people 
¥ possess ninety-percent wealth of a country and the 
f tinety-percent people possess only ten-percent of 
vealth, cannot be in harmony with the spirit of Islam. 
Under the existing Capitalistic regime the society, as 
GB. Shaw once said, is like a dining table. At one 
‘td are dinners without diners and at the other end 
‘¢ diners without dinners. What confers value on 
Property ? Obviously, it is the people. The rent of a 
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ess by So dealing with their wealth that it becomes 
wealth Radiative and not Wealth Reflective. How 
gt Islam tolerate the rich with groaning tables and 
ie poor groaning under their tables. It can never 
gpprove property which breeds poverty, because it 
volves Violation of the sacred formula that the 
Muslims are like brethren to one another and that 
ity constitute a harmoniously integrated Millat. 
Thus when the accumulation of wealth in a small 
getion tilts the balance against the whole society, 


ie Islamic State as the representative of God on 
aril, can rectify it by diverting wealth from where 
it staenates to where it fructifies into social well- 
Ning, When this self-evident aspect is obscured by 
he unwarranted advocacy for the rich, it lends 
itength to the Socialists who count more on the in- 
ane failings of their opponents than on the “‘sanity” 
{their views. Islam as an Ideal Rational Revealed 
Religion recognises the sanctity of the right of owner- 
tip, It does not leave its protection to the whims 
ind fancies of the State. There is an authentic Hadith 
‘this effect. It says : He who is killed in defence of 
his property is a martyr.’’ (Bukhari and Muslim). 
The Holy Quran says: “Ifa hand steals the property 
hat hand is cut.” (v: 38). The Holy Prophet (peace 
ind blessings of Allah be upon him) in his historic 


Farewell Address said: “O ye people! Your blood-~ 
ind money are sacred to you.” Here money which ~ 
means 4 Muslim’s possession, is equated in sanctity _ 
vith his life (blood). The Islamic concept of owner- 

ship crystallizes into two clear-cut aspects—the legal 
‘spec! and the beneficial aspect. The former is refer- 
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the Islamic State as the representative of God on 
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aspect and the beneficial aspect. The former is refer- 
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any one needy among them. For as many as were 
owners of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the price of things they sold ; and laid it down before 
the feet of the Apostles ; and distribution was made 
(0 every one according as he had need.” (The New 


Testament, Chapter IV Verses 32 to 35). 

The Holy Quran has left no room for stupid 
reverence for an ill-gotten wealth. It has laid special 
emphasis on the equality of human right to reason- 
able living. The Holy Book says : ‘He (God) placed 
therein firm hills rising above it and blessed it and 
measured therein its sustenance in four days equally 
for all in need.” (xli: 10), It also commands that 
Muslims are like brothers one to another. If owner- 
ship is exaggerated into Capitalism or if rapacious 
Capitalism is euphemistically called Private Owner- 
ship, the notion of fraternity goes by the board. How 
can exploiters be the brothers of the victims of their 
exploitation. We now turn to Ahadith which are 
practical commentaries on the Quranic injunctions. 
Rafa’ b, Khadij reports: “I was ploughing my land 
one day when Allah’s Messenger came that way. He 
asked me: ‘whose land are you ploughing.’ I said: 
The land belongs to another man and I am plough- 
ing it on condition that I give one half of the pro- 
duce to the landlord and keep the other half to 
myself.’ Allah’s Messenger said : “You both are guilty 


of riba (usury), Return the land to that man and take 
your expenses back from him.’”’ (Bukhari and N asal). 
Imran b. Sohail Rafa’ said to his father. ‘J have 

rented out my land for two hundred dirhams.” Hi 
lather said:‘O my son! Do not do so. Allah’ | 
S Mes- 
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from collectivisation if the interests of Millat de- 
manded it, But it will never allow what is being done 
in England. When the Labour Party comes into the 
addle it nationalizes the Steel Industry. When 
the Labour Government is ousted and the Conserva- 
lives grasp the sceptre of authority they denationalize 
it, This is a blatant class-war which Islam can never 
countenance, In view of the widespread social chaos, 
the Islamic State will assume plenary powers to 
plan out dents from the social fabric. The owner of 
property is armed with extensive powers to enjoy it. 
But the primary limitation on it is that it must have 
been acquired by legitimate means. This limitation, 
iit 1s effective, isa bar against enormous concentra- 
tion of wealth at the cost of others. The second 
limitation is the subordination of private possession 
fo the superior needs of the nation. If the owner 
suffers from the infirmity of mind, he can be barred 
from handling his property in a happy-go-lucky 
manner. In this connexion the Holy Quran says: 
‘To those weak of understanding make not over 
your property which God hath made a means of 
support for you, but feed and clothe therewith.”’(iv : 5) 

In the light of the foregoing discussion, it is 
clear as daylight that Islam supersedes Capitalism 
and Socialism in harmonizing private ownership with 
the social welfare without abolishing it. If this view 
is propagated it will take the wind out of the sails of 
the socialists who just make convenience of the half- 
hearted portrayal of the Islamic concept of social 
welfare. [he eruption of socialists or “Islamic socia- 
lists” has acted as shock-therapy. The advocate of 
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Possessing Class by naked force. The Economics of 
Socialism isthe Theory of Surplus Value which means 
that labour creates value and the worker gets very 
small portion and the rest goes to the capitalist. Kar! 
Marx denounced Religion as “the opium of masses.”’ 
Buthe could not dispense with religion altogether, 
he had to contrive the creed of Historical Materia- 
lism to support his Theory of Communism. He thus 
vindicated Voltaire’s observation that if one drives 
out religion by the front door, it returns by the back- 
door, It is an obvious fallacy that the system of 
Economic Production is the basic determinant. This 
is belied not only by the rise and progress of 
every true religion in its own time, but the Russian 
Communist Revolution itself is a lie direct to this 
lopsided Marxian view. Russia was not an industrial 
country whereas Germany and England were highly 
developed industrial countries. According to Marx, 
Communism should have emerged where the Capital- 
istic System of production had created a scene of 
sharp conflict between the workers and their exploiters, 
ihat is in England and Germany. But it occurred 
where Feudalism reigned supreme. Thus the Marxian 
creed of materialism went wrong and thus belied 
itself, 

[f one assesses materialism at a moral level, one 
finds that materialism means frosted sentiments. It 
cannot give birth to an ideology which inspires 
mercy and pity for the downs-and-outs, One cannot 
get inspiration from materialism for sincere well- 
wishing for the starving masses. Materialism even in 
its philosophic pose and poise cannot impel a man 

2 


lj 


19 


Introduction 


rped by their enemy—the Capitalist. Thus arises 
Jatural war, and till the workers defeat their ex- 
ters the value which they create will never be 
its. To common sense what constitutes value in 
object is the demand for it. There is no such thing 
ixed value. The value of a commodity depends at 
y time and place on its available supply in response 
the demand for it. Thus what determines the value 
an object is the number of people who want it and 
le strength of their competing desire for it. The 
lost intrinsically valuable things in the whole world 
e the common things, the absolute necessities, 
00d, shelter, clothing, fuel. If their supply runs short, 
eople will give everything to obtain them. By the 
arxian definition the Egyptian Pyramids upon 
yhich millions of labourers worked from daylight to 
andle-light and from candle-light to dawn, should 
ve the most valuable objects. But, in fact, they have 
a curiosity value. People would pay to see them only 
if they have the necessary where-withals of life. Jf a 
person owned the Pyramids, but had no money to 
buy bread, he would give them at a throw-away price 
to get a meal. It is the same with gold. If the com- 
mon necessities cease to be common, men will give 
much gold to procure them. It is obvious that the 
Theory of Surplus value is trotted out to foment 
class-war. It was culture-killing world that Marx 
envisaged. Rich pay high prices for rarities, because 
a thing of beauty is a joy for ever. According to 
Marx the rarities should have little or no price be- 
ie eon in them is far less than their 
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- The flaws enumerated ¢ bor e vil | 
Theory of Surplus Value. The ( God 
come out Into the open with th a W 

but warfare in their hea rs. Afr r 


j struggle lasting generations.’”’ George Brown, a 
career, they are caught in | the cont al c British Trade Unionist observed: ‘‘The inequalities, 
Theory of Communism. Hei innit oh He! the unhappiness and the oppression just can’t be 
man intellectual observed in | ae “ "6 hidden or ignored.... There isa bureaucratic mino- 
7 ity (in a Communist country) that is extremely 
comfortably off by any standards.”’ Alexei Pludek, 
i writer, said at the Czechoslovak Writers’ 
Congress in Prague (22nd-24th April, 1956). 
‘Young people will not be prompted to self-sacrifice 
y 2 high functioning who with the money of the 
yorking class buy a villa in Prague, a country house 
ind a private automobile in addition to Government 
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letariat rule with its conset qu 
bourgeois regime, It will 
will it end? No one pie We 
‘Communism is the darth ro di destin od fe 
temporary role, in the mode dern t es 

Now we Lael down i, the br. ass 


the secret name of the dr i | agoni: 


a brief s surve of the y rking gO! i 4 Commt nist | 
world. It it if ane ia Ras # ive cats—especially if he fortifies that villa and surrounds 
We eh nian, aie Bie it with armed men, possibly to protect himself 
original views, ; cle i | . * 
id Ww PE a avainst the working class.’ A great American edu- 
/ and 1S hy . n¢ iow sh “a . 
cationist—John Dewy was enamoured of the Soviet 


Theory m 
te WI en he laut nched it intc 


found that it bro bught preat havoc in its wakes While g ‘cational system. But he was sorely disillusioned, 
rai his belief he ie bandon Communism | *"' found that a child of twelve drifting as a beg- 

i 7 Do] sar aga result of the terrible Stalin-made famine, was 
entenced to death for stealing things at the railways. 
A creat French litterateur and a Nobel Prise-winner, 
Andre Gide turned away from Communism when 
iter his trip to the U.S.S.R., he witnessed the growth 
if the new bourgeoisie, its toadyism, its conformity 
- Tl og k isi donin A ‘nd its callous disregard of human sufferings. 
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1956, he v ut to ans\ ert the ie queri Y sho \t would be a down-right criminality to import 


him by j the Laboutites, Tat ply te And se ei l te ‘imson Kremlinism in our Islam-based homeland 


Socie 41 Democrats of Europe. the Coun: | of the Pakistan. What has failed in its native land, can 


~\ A \ \ % 1vef vatvionak Sent Him ‘ nC a NY sc \ 
alist International sent him a tart rejoinder by ‘Ver succeed in the God-conscious and the Quran- 


ing: “Where the Communists are in power, they have 
jistorted every freedom, every right of the workers, 
eery political gain and every human value won after 
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formation, Pakistani Nation shall have to devise a 
Constitution under which the Head of the Islamic 
State in Pakistan is made to live in the manner of the 
Pious Caliphs. He shall have to be denuded of the 
enormous emoluments, immense immunities, and 
etravagant amenities which characterise the offices 
of the present Heads of the Secular States. This wili be 
inacid test of an aspirant’s integrity. At present it 1s 
he regal panopoly of a Head of State which attracts 
ihe political aspirants. We lay down tests for every 
niaor functionary, but there is no test and no quali- 
ication for one who had to preside over the destiny 

of our nation and who at the election time makes 
prodigal promises of establishing KAjilafat-i- Rashi- 
ah. He should under the Islamic Constitution be 


oriented society. But the Pe way 
munism at bay is to set our own nh 

implementing the Islamic va alu es wh 
cognizance of the ills and re nents s of : 
in the middle of the 19th c¢ ) the 
detected a growing rift bet 
‘“‘Have-nots’’. But fourteen k i] 
Amr bin al-Aas submittec ar of por 
(God be pleased with him) > econ 
tions obtaining io Egypt. - remark 
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riches they extract are unequally shared be 
those who labour and tho se oe 9 possess. ~ made to emulate the superb example of the Holy Pro- 
quoted by M. N. Loy i in his book The Hist phet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 

That \ ihe Pious Caliphs, in his day-to-day life. He should 


Role of Islam (page 11). H ‘2 a 
emer, fea. The id 


itel saddled with responsibility of taking personal 
interest in the social welfare. He should be as 
answerable to the nation for his each and every act 
as were the Pious Caliphs whom he pretended to 
tmulate at the time of election. 

a volicy of _ splend Human Society is likened to fish. It stinks from 
oF rapaciou us “P srt he head downward. If the Head of the Islamic State 
n y Is put in the strait-jacket of the Islamic teachings, he 
will radiate wholesome influences and the legislators 
and the Ministers around him will inevitably emulate 
tis example. The affluent class will automatically 
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the Socialists who just car — Ze Ou They enshrine in them a dynamic Universe. The 
Islam. They step into tt not | epochs riddled with problems lie embalmed in 
of illusory merit oft plan its verses,” 
| picuous absence of real Is, Communism is a violent reaction against Capital- 
collective life. = ne im. hence, strictly speaking, it is a Reactionay not 
Our present: wrt j Revolutionary Movement. If the capitalists mend 
ther manners or the State successfully checks their 


Tower. If we do r pov k ep ) it straigh 
invite the danger prophesie ed in 1 Hadi exploitation, they can forestall Socialism. In Sweden, 
iie State has not dispossessed the Possessing Classes 


ses)! Kyi emer 
no Resurrection until ci norhasit nationalized industries. Butit hasassumed a 
pied and the ruin of th rey effective control in the industrial managements 
classes.” De gal eferred to thi ind has thus rendered Free Enterprise safe for 
ihe: | society. It is sometime called a Socialist country, not 
because it has acce ted the Marxian Socialism, but 


because it has drawn the sting from the Capitalistic 


node of production. 

Islam has such effective regulations against 
secumulation and concentration of wealth as leave 
00 room for the growth of Capitalism. Just as Isiam 
sbliterated slavery by its divine humanism, it under- 
nines and eventually ends Capitalism provided its 
Na . vholesome regulations and salutary checks are en- 
SAYS 5 03:84 G26 “Wh joing. t forced in the letter and the spirit. How can Capitalism 
_ “Sovereign remedi¢ f. Aq have a moment’s chance in the Religion of Muham- 

nad (peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) who 
felt a spiritual joy in being Empty-Purse Proud. He 
lved Islam to its perfection and exemplified its 
‘icellences in his own life. This is why the Holy 
Quran says: 
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ia one way or other, we invite the invasion of 
Socialism. When we do so we take a cue from the 
Capitalist Economist and not from the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), whose 
own precept and example sound the death-knell of 
the Capitalists. Dr. [Iqbal pointed to this when he 
sald : 
Sip pli |) vols SOLF Come 
Fy y je oay Kus 
‘The Holy Quran is a death-knell for the 
money-minting Capitalist. It ministers to the 
needs of the poor and the penniless.” 
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crucial periods are of supreme importance, be- 
cause their outcome may determine man’s course 
for many generations—perhaps for centuries. 
Challenge spells struggle. This is certain- 
cones ly true of today. The outstanding feature of 
age ine life is the vast flood of new knowledge 
| and power which is sweeping in upon the estab- 
heal a but a lished tradition of the past—venerated beliefs, 
nning } =e ary, DUL cherished customs, settled details of everyday 
cee IEE biiaiats may be fs ee ite, portentously alter before our startled eyes. 
at ace ae rien 2 “ai Fe: ins ; Actoss our modern world, strange winds are 
nee. 10 an af blowing, Perplexed by new problems and aware 


planning, when the number of i of coming trial | 
0 trials, we confront a formidable 
“increasing, and se institu i 


ordinated, the problem be CO me e es “a ill 
On the other hand even th 28e \ 
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Scientific Humanism 
ing with the eyes ofan engine aie ge ; by LOTHROP STODDARD 
ed to believe that their approach to social ¢ wey 
Is all-embracing, ‘tealise hat the purel; eck Apart from the“purple patches” created by the 
and functional view is in fen es anc revolutionary role of Prophets who give a “‘biologi- 
‘when society Palpsomccw by Lb i dese ee val renewal’ to mankind, the world history abound- 
_ Motives it pea: ens c. E ing in servility and frustration reads like a harrow. 
on llywood al ‘cre am a 501 ing drama of the Martyrdom of Man. In every age 
Br ete fi Ww dal anki ij s eng us ed in nd clime man has exploited his fellows. If in the 
Pa ‘a ath st ruggle for civ oe sation ever en th days of yore it were the Pharaohs of Egypt who set 
———«Teallses t alt die ty rooted in In ae deeper nen to make bricks without straw and build the 
soul than be ever thougat famous Pyramids to gratify their curious notions of 
:lf-inmortality, it is the Fords of today who op- 
race workers in $0 crafty, so subtle, so crooked a 
vay that one does not know whom to blame. The 
atrocities are the same, butthey are perpetrated under 
different labels. 


Our civilisation is what the Great War I ‘made’ 
: it was rent to pieces by that huge conflict. Ever 
nce that sanguinary upheaval there has been no 


2 i; 
~ 
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orth all the dark sentiments of the one-sixth of 
humanity. Swastika, once the symbol of the Stone 
Age, signalised the recrudescence of mediaeval bar- 
parism and half Europe for some years lay writhing 
under the fire-eating, heel-clicking and brass-lunged 


serenity, no social equilibrium, no poise, t 
aim. The dizzy-go-round of the Post-Great { 
ferences and conclaves extending right up t 
War II, failed to heal the breaches and bz 
causes of war. While Capitalism, usu Y, ins 
of society and maldistribution of wealth of tt 
War period are still there, new dogmas and dc 
have swamped the world to kill and not t 
mankind and to forge new chains of bondage 1 
the pious, poetic plea of economic salvation 
the course of events suggests in a most indub 
manner is that the slavery of ancient tit 


< 
most hideous form has returned. Brain-washing 


indoctrination tocast people in one mould are rec 
ing conditions highly favourable to the growth o 
worst type of serfdom. Religion has either beer 
pletely gagged or gashed and gored to death b 
evangelists of the New Materialism. — “bf ; 


dictators. 

| beg to be excused for quoting some master- 
minds to bring into sharp relief the different aspects 
of the crisis which threatened the very existence of 
mankind onthe eve of the World War Il. G. Bernard 
Shaw in one of his illuminating discourses, he deliv- 
ed during his world tour in 1932-33, dwelt on the 
decline and fall of the ancient civilisation and the 
disaster that threatened the present one. In thecourse 
of his lecture, he said, “Thanks largely to the 
researches of Professor Flanders Petrie we know of 
ive of Six civilisations which were just like our own 
‘ivilisation, having progressed in the same direction, 


s With a growing sense of disillusionm aut civi 0 the same artistic climaxes, the same Capitalistic 
; ed mankind has become more and more aware ‘maxes, the same democratic climaxes as we, and 
| losses than of its gains. Civilisation itself, 1 ineyall perished. They reached a certain point and then 
ley collapsed, because they had no internal stability. 


morbid growths has become its enemy. Writers ¢ 
type of D.H. Lawrence exploited the situatic 
won the boisterous, blustering youth to their ¢ 
of exalting barbarism. The resultant social uf 
continues. There is less reasonableness, less tole 
ance and more violence. Public needs have lost < 
harmony with the desires and aspirations of tl 
individual. In short, society is divided against itsel 


When they grew into huge populations crowded into 
hig cities, the internal strains shattered them, the 


civilisation sank back into primitive life for survivors. 
That puts us in a very different mental attitude from 
our fathers and grandfathers, because what we are 
up against now is the fact that we too have reached 
lacedge of the precipice over which these civilisations 
. igs eet to pieces, There is no mistakin g 
culties are the dak Gh om us ia a ; the diffi- 

; € possibilities of destryc- 
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tnowledge. The intellectual inadequacy of the Chris- 
tian creed to cope with the problems of the day has 
brought religion itself into discredit in the West. 
Religions in the East face an equally grim and 
gloomy situation which they must tackle successfully 
ot forefeit their claim to supremacy over human 
mind, Lord Lothian in his historic Convocation 
Address delivered at the Aligarh University in 1938, 
pave us an apt picture of the problem that faces the 
religions of the East. He said, “Will the two great 
religions of India, Hinduism and Islam, withstand 
the impact of modern critical, scientific spirit, better 


han the religious orthodoxies of the West have 
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tion are much greater. Are | g 
gulf or fall helplessly into it? 
change the metaphor, steer ¢ deve 
lands on which all the ancie 
wrecked ?”’ ste. 
Wee od 
There can be no better and ‘more I : 
description of the problem that stares. 
the face. It 1s so inexorable, $0 it ca 
ubiquitous, that mankind can nel a 
striking a new route nor can lau 
serious consequences. The nesta n cr 
mediate solution, if merece 


the crumbling edge of a bottomless aby: 
"That seems to me a vital question which the 


‘ tion, As no sane and safe solution int 
to pass : intellectual and religious leaders must face, if the 
( same disasters are not to overtake East that have 


forthcoming, the inevitable came to pa: 
whole world was overtaken by the most ca.  OVOTTERE- & 
Armageddon in the history of mankind overtaken the West. The scientific spirit will certainly 
i CF gradually disintegrate those elements of superstition 
The seed of the new catastrop and ignorance which still dwell amongst the masses. 
in the inhuman economic iniquities. That will be all to the good. But will it also under- 
of scientific thought attribute the nine the more fundamental, more spiritual teachings 
brium of the last few decades $0. the of the two great religions in the minds of those 
knowledge of external nature has got f university-trained men and women who are destined 
of our knowledge of human nature. T 'o be the leaders of political and cultural and indus- 
bes whole catastropl phe fa Pe Os on a | ° “it trial life for the next generation or two. 
— time i d 5) evil “Religion must not only give man the key to 
eee ae 483 I: the riddle of the universe, it must show him with 
my ina e 7 scientific accuracy how to control new forces which 
~apital ist crisis, is As to. the failur now threaten to destroy rather than to benefit man- 
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kind and how he is to overcome unemployment, 
undeserved inequality, oppression, exploitation and 
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One finds a topsy-turvy world —sans rudder, sans 
order and sans pilot. It is sick and reeling! Every 
pscudo-thinker is purveying his perplexing panaceas. 

All these much-vaunted measures bear the 
stamp of high-strung emotionalism. They are at best 
the curate’s egg good only in parts. Many of them 
are Obviously quack nostrums existing merely on the 
strength of a noisy propaganda. Their specious gloss 

and tinsel deceive a casual observer. They are like 
the Apple of Sodom which turns into dust and ashes 
in the mouth. 

In short, man is headed off from the fine and 
splendid thing that his life might be, by every kind 
of folly and stupidity. How to eradicate the folly 
andto enlighten the stupidity ? Unless some effective 
remedy is found, this scheme of time and space will 
become a huge joke. ‘A flare of vulgarity, an empty 
laugh braying across the mysteries.” It would bea 

o regard it as our destined end because 
aarts we know that we havea 
glorious purpose to fulfil. The theme of this little 
hook is to prove that only Islam by its vitalising 
force, can ethically prepare man for the onerous and 
rushing tasks set to him by science. It alone will 
sable him to assert himself against the forces of 
Darkness, and maintain his personality in full flower 
here and hereafter. It alone will triumph over indus- 
irial organisation actuated by devouring competition 
and in the end will establish civilisation with no 
conflict of religious and political values. 

- pe philosophies are rival institutions 

wcharged with hatred for one another. 
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one’s OWN personality, then and not till then, human- 
ity Will achieve millennium. Then will joyful tongues 
of untold millions welcome the rising sun of Islam. 
Then will man stand up and say : 


“LIBERTY IS MInR!” 
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peet our eyes. When a young one of an animal sees 
the ight of the day, it instinctively knows its store of 
food aad turas to it when hungry. This post-natal 
consciousness increases with the growth of life. There 
is 00 stage where a living being is left to itself and 
Nature retires from active help. The treatment is 
diferent with the different species and this is accord- 
ing to the purpose which each living being has to 
(uli! in life. In the animal and plant life Nature is 
wey bountiful, But its bountifulness to human beings 
lakes on a different form. Human beings are dower- 
td with intellect besides instinct to fend for them- 
elves. Nature does not cease to be a Guardian Angel. 
But it does put off the role of an active chaperon. It 
rats content with its gift of conscious intelligence 
lo human beings, But for this discrimination in treat- 
neat, man would not have faced the embarrassing 
problem of livelihood which dogs his footsteps 
through life. But at the same time he would not have 
heen a whit better than dumb-driven cattle, and the 
miracles of science, that we witness all round us, 
yould also have been non-existent. The world would 
nothave been the place as we find it today. It would 


have been a mere menagerie. 


This ceaseless game Of hide-and-seek that humani- 
ty has been set to play with Nature is all to the good 
of man. If man had got all without striking a blow 
forit, his intellect would have lain dormant for want 
of proper exercise. The Holy Book says : | 


“Our Lord is He Who gave to each (creat- 


‘d) thing its form and 
it) guidance.” (xx = $0) nature and further, gave 
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| it aden Has Cledled fesOUly noon, the stars, the seas and the mountains are the 
 . also tanaoht man hApvAg : 


a fpositories of all that is necessary for human well- 
re AAT pee man ta avart hi; y) ' " 
now for man to exert him: wing. The vast and varied treasures ensconced in 
- {edb0R ie lap of Nature exist to fulfil man’s needs and oil 
- Mamiadeneiomc el he wheels of his life, 


ian 1$ depende 
Hoo hea all tha wecte eine "And He has subjected to you, as from 
anitialetike theta Him all that is in the heavens and on the earth.” 
PM MADR: ANE og ti: 1) 


re of vitality by the li [n spite of these promises of plenty and abund- 
forts. If t re daily nonriahree nce, man has to toil and moil to make his living. 
nat. forthcomme. fie bodile mae When he ceases to endeavour he ceases to exist. If 
standatill. forswant obmntenie nimals cet all they want without any effort on their 


nty all that he needs, He | ntl, it is to bring out the basic contrast between the 
self 1 to eke ont hi inheres of the human and animal life. The story of 


st : man's struggle is summed up in the Quranic verse 
f Rhee hu 


NP git Me Et ‘That man can have nothing but what he © 
po poh aed gea = eploe drives for.” (lilt : 39) “4 
: But even among human beings there are great 
| 
) 


a, DEO 6, Aeat ee liferences. All are not cast in the same mould. Some 
Tae 2) Bae cae AOE) ire more intelligent than others. Some are physically 
it while others are not. This difference is reflected in 
le difference of their standards of living. In the 
srugele for existence, mental and physical soundness 
counts for much. A mentally deficient or a physically 
Unfit person drops out of picture. While those who 
, . an a sound mind in a cound body get the palm. 
| ache | ‘ iele pee i and str atifications are not quite 
5 . *y are often imagined by the social 
“iremists. They are the necessary corollars { 
lations lactors—herediry and 4 aN multi- 
“Avironment being the 
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All these verses bring home to us that some sort 
{inequality is an ordained fact of nature, because 
isdue to our unequal mental and corporeal equip- 
nls Which we bring to bear on the struggle of life. 
system of ideology can pass sponge over the face 
nature and create a goose-step uniformity. It will 
like making water run uphill or twisting a rope of 
id, But it is certainly precarious to stress this fact 
o0 much. It might create an illusion in the minds 
{many that the present chaos born of social divi- 
ions is also natural, and that the strong have a right 
prow stronger at the cost of the weak. Far from 
Everybody who sees the light or the day has a 
inh-tight to get enough to appease his natural appe- 
its. It is quite a different effair that one man cannot 
was much or more than another who is superior 
him in mind and body. But the total destitution 
irslarvation of even a single sentient being is very 
mnatural. If one man interferes with another's 
honest efforts, he is guilty of an act of criminal tres- 
pass, One has a right to carn one’s own living, but 
iis oppression, pure and simple, to rob otbers of 
kit living or impoverish them to gain economic 
iwendancy over them. The tendencies now at work 
‘te that people amass riches and build factories or 
‘art business to subjugate others to their will and 
‘ition, The result is economic thraldom which is 
"®ve than chattel slavery and is fraught with more 


Ir ‘4 #98 «© . . 
* possibilities. In the ancient times, a slave was 


‘ gh of his master, It was in the interest of 
f ’ 
bite. '0 keep his slave hale and hearty. He used 


. 
as much care of his slave as h 


. 


e would of his 


War on Wage Slavery 45 
ere point out that the vast and intricate mechanism 
ng | rty of production, exchange and distribution—of factory, 
getting ti market, and shop—has become as though it were a 
thrown on the streets or. hing good and complete in itself, has become the 
adays labourers, though lask of men’s lives, decides what relations men and 
The factory boss squeezes mations are to bear to each other, and has imposed 
employees. When tk ya upon the whole of society its rules and its expedi- 
sacks them without ar ety, its working and its results as though these 
can replenish his depletec tpressed the ends of society, were paramount to 
and more favourable rec! morals, and belonged to the eternal things of nature, 
‘ tion in all its crim nakec ind not merely to the temporary interests of classes 
\whell oc wredahanel ca oul of men, Essentially, this is of the nature of slavery, a 
: dd Robicle-dcadinbt: avery, perhaps which is felt only when men have 
| as ae + eid ee Sate rached a fairly high state of intelligence, but a 
RR 2 avery which must cut keenly before men can pro- 
‘ Gvitinetenibinel wed very far towards freedom, or society becomes a 
‘ a : taional organisation to promote certain human 


E own auctioneer in the wage The Holy Quran has provided an adequate safe- 
COUN G Alby UOT -B ESE re puard against man’sinhumanity to man. It lays down 
| -¢ to nim by Dis mé : that the indigent and the destitute have a fixed share 
3 _ such, he is a mere cog i he property of the wealthy. The Quranic verse 
“ali: dnecuit saias ee tins as follows : 

“And those in whose wealth is a recognised 
tight for the (needy) who asks and him who Is 
Drevented (for some reason from asking). 


lax : 24) 


, : 7 ts exercises no curbing or burking influence 
| oe . MiP pac: nibh growth of natural endowments. It does not 
ne the right of earning one’s livelihood. If this 

"ere denied, all economic activities would come 
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concept of human brotherhood is so vital and basic 
that it imbues and colours every aspect of society 
and leaves no room for any crude and cruel social 
assortment. In the Muslim society no man can lord 

it over others merely on the strength of a swollen 

purse, It is only spiritual attainments and moral 

encellences that exalt a person and confer upon him 

superior status in the social hierarchy. In Islam the 

social planet revolves round the spiritual values. 

Thus there is no nobility or villeinage of any kind. 


This supremacy of spiritual values as the goal 
f human life is beautifully brought out in the 
following verses : 


“Nay some I have seen will choose a beehive 
for their sign 

and gloss their soul-delusion with a muddled 
thought, 

picturing a skep of straw, the beekeeper’s 
device, 

denies workshop, for totem of their 
riDe 

Not knowing the high goal of our great 
endeavour 

Is spiritual attainment, individual, 

at all cost to be sought and at all cost pursued, 

to be won at all cost and at all cost assured.” 


—Bridges 
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beer indeed. It is only in its maturer stages. when 
great stress 1s laid on private property, irrespective 
of its dire consequences, that it becomes an unmiti- 
gated evil. In its infancy, it exploited nature ; in its 
adult years it exploited man, and disrupted social 
peace. In view of the destructive tendencies it has 
let loose on society, it stands self-condemned. Social- 
ism has stepped on the world-stage to heal the in- 
juries inflicted by Capitalism. It prescribes radical 
remedies. It wants to turn the present system upside 
down as a prelude to the inauguration of the New 
Socialistic Order. The Socialists hold that the nation 
‘s an invention of the Capitalists ; the fatherland, a 
jevice for the bourgeois exploitation of the workers; 
he law a weapon for perpetuating the proletarian 
religion an opiate of the masses ; the school 
morality the ref uge of 
he timid. Socialism launches an all-out osteneeee 
against what exists. The first institution to Dea t : 
sunt of its furious onslaught is private prope y- 
starts with the dispossession, even forceful disposses- 
sion, of all owners of property. Itenvisages 4 cataclys- 
mic change at the outset-It sublimates violence into 
revolutionary legalism. Islam like Socialism views 


with scorn and contempt fe unsocial accum ulation 


of wealth because of its disturbing repercussions on 


society. But it lays down a different course of action. 


itcountenances as socio-economic gradations as do 


"ot prejudice or vitiate the welf 
are 
Maen of society. The 


“God doth enlar 
, ge, or grant 
i ‘sure the sustenance which” He wenn 


misery ; 
a breeding-ground for slaves ; 
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page. And it would be no matter for surprise, if prac- 
tically everything 1s exhausted and even nest-egg is 
not left to prevent complete breakdown of the eco- 

pomic machinery. In either case, there is a serious 

danger of society going to pieces. 
[twas this weird phenomenon which led Churchill 
fo remark, “Capitalism_is the unequal sharing of 


blesings, Socialism is the equal sharing of misery.” 
‘Letus have a system.which ensures the greatest good 
of the greatest number.” [slam undertakes to provide 
such a system. According to the Holy Quran all that 
is in the heavens and all that is on the earth belongs 
fo Allah (ii : 225). Ownership by Allah in the Islamic. 
ideglogy means the state trusteeship for the good of 


fiz_people, Jf anybody happens to possess wealth 
more than his felloymen, he does so as a trust from 
God to fulfil the divine purpose of providing subsis- 
ence to others. If the possessor does so, he not only 
proves himself worthy of the grand trust, but he also 
becomes instrumental in achieving the divine purpose. 
God created the world and peopled it with creatures, 
created in His own image. He did not, thereafter, 
abdicate His divine supremacy as the Sustainer of 
the worlds. He tock upon Himself the provision of 
reasonable livelihood to His creatures. This is 
embodied in several verses of the Holy Book : 


“There is no moving creature 
On earth but its sustenance 
Dependeth on God.” (xi: 6) 


“And in heaven is 
Your sustenance, as (also) 
That which ye are promised.” (li : 22) 
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State which fails to fulfil it, is corrupt and vicious 
and deserves not a day’s existence. The Muslim 
State can only succeed in its divinely-entrusted 
mission, if the individuals who compose it also 
sitip themselves of greed and avarice and disabuse 
lisit minds of all aggressive designs against one 
dnother, The Quranic verses quoted above bar 
le way to hoarding, profiteering and unsocial 
accumulation of wealth which we see today under the 
sister regime of Capitalism, which has circumscribed 
lhe scope of the beneficial State activities by its shib- 
boleths of /aissez-faire and Jaissez aller and has laun- 
tied the individuals on beggar-my-neighbour com- 
petition. Islam has nothing but scathing damnation 
for a system which is based on the diabolic principle 
o! “everybody for himself and devil take the hind- 
most,” and countenances or connives at dog-eat-dog 
methods of competition. In the Islamic scheme of 


lings, the tragedy of a competitive-sociatorder has 
10 place, because the creation of one over-fich man 


means economic servility for_many. Surplus or 
imearned income is the sced-bed of class-conilicts. 
There can be no genuine and lasting brotherhood 
vhen an abysmal economic chasm yawns between 
various sections of society. There will be patronage 
on one side and sycophancy on the other. It is to 
guard against such uonatural distinctions leading to 
“ass domination that Islam condemns “profiteering 
proclivities” and a pathological craze for wealth 
The Quranic verse : i.e. 


“It is He Who hath cre 
| ated 
All things that are on af fin (ii : 29) 


J 
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draws the line there and then and any transgression 
of this limit comes under the Quranic probibition. 
ociety. Nok Superiluous wealth or ;4«! (what remains Over) as 
and usurp th the Holy Book designates it, is not to be retained by 
the owner. He must part with it in a manner which 
xrmula of productic is conducive to communal good.) In the Capitalistic 
ndicee sisi ae ie regime the social and economic evils that flow from 
shies teens “the horn of plenty” possessed by any one individual 
ey | atetoo well-knowa toneed any elaboration. Excessive 
wealth corrupts its owner and vitiates his outlook on 
life. A huge store of sterile savings in a few hands is 
destructive of social harmony and concord. Harold 


ue % | att "S et ni ae ae : Laski rightly observes, “ihe present system of capi- 
Ee f., 1 the demoniacally-mech: talistic production stands condemned from almost 
any angle of analysis. It is psychologically inadequate 


because for most, by appealing mainly to the motive 


omnie td of fear, it inhibits the exercise of those qualities 

which make for rich life. It is morally inadequate also, 

forit confers rights upon those who have done noth- 

: ing to_eatn them, and where these rights are related 

Canitalie to effort, this, in turn, has no proportionate relevancy 

W to social value. It makes a part of the community 
parasitic upon the rest; and it deprives most © the 
opportunity to live on a human plane of existence. 
itis also economically inadequate because it f ails so 
to distribute the wealth it creates, as to offer the 
necessary conditions of right living to those depen- 
dent on its processes. No one, I think, can survey the 
lemper of the working class today and honestly con- 
clude that the business man retains the allegiance of 


the multitude, Some regard him with hate: most 
regard him with indifference, No considerable section 


_—-_ -. ¢ 
,  ¢ 
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wealth in the hands of the few. It permits private 
property, but does not condone its social ra vages by 
exploitation. Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri relates that 
once the Holy Prophet (be peace on him) said that 
he whose means and resources are more than his 
genuine needs, should part with the surplus in favour 
of the destitute and indigent folk. He who has more 
than he needs, should give away the excess to the 
poor. The narrator says that the Holy Prophet (be 
peace on him) made mention of so many things, the 
excess of which over a genuine need of them, wasnot 
permissible that all those who were present felt that 
no one had any right to a surplus in anything. 
Hazrat Umar also once said that if he had realised it 
earlier, he would have made no delay in distributing 
he wealth of the wealthy among the poor and the 
emigrants (Mohalla Ibn Hazm ¢> o! be). It 1s 
authentically reported that once Hazrat Abu Obaidah 
ind his three hundred men almost ran short of their 
provisions. Abu Obaidah ordered his men to bring 
all they had with them. He pooled all that was thus 
brought and distributed it equally among them all. 
(Ibid) 

Hazrat Ali once said, “God has made it obliga- 
tory on the rich to minister to the needs of the poor. 
If, in spite of this obligation, the poor folk go unfed 
tT unclothed or experience economic distresses, it 
= — that the rich have not fulfilled the obliga- 
hey a them by God. On the Day of Reckoning 

© called to account for this lapse on their 


Part and G mee RY 
le: od will inflict a grievous punishment on 
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ry tions of a universal brotherhood. But its methods of 
achieving it are barbarous. It must smash first and 
build afterwards. “In order to bring in peace you 
must split open men’s skulls,”’ says Lenin. Zinovieff, 
an able interpreter of the Marxian creed, also speaks 
in the same vein. He says, “The hate-laden cry of 


sions'can bi forcibly take 1} 

out ne canbe fran. aaae Th rf # rage I our delight.” Brotherhood born out of hate 
until every man has dustienoue and violence must naturally be a shaky structure and 
S51 en nigines Gh RA a eee is bound to collapse under the impact of its internal 
ae pee: ie 7 b strains and stresses. The Communistic brotherhood 
A ie LG is, therefore, as poles apart from the Islamic frater- 

The Holy F nity blue-printed in the Quranic verses below : 
son of man ha a “ig i 3 
Re ee acd : O ye who believe ! 
Sy. le hala fs Fear God as He should be 
EROS eg Feared, and die not 
Uread: ANG som | Except in a state 
Lirmizi).”” Of Islam. 
ihe forego Dg citatior Im the ira And hold fast, 
one a deep insight : 1€ 1¢ Qur All together, by the Rope 
Order. The attituc | urd: Which God (stretches out 
morial institution of priv: For you), and be not divided 
dv sanity and 2 Among yourselves ; 
+ Ba And remember with gratitude 
P} God’s favour on you; 


For Ye were enemies 
And He joined your hearts 
In love, so that by His Grace; 

e became brethren ; 
And ye were on the brink 
me Pit of Fire, 

€ saved you fro 

Thus doth He aie "bas 

is ea clear to you : 

aye may be guided. i (jij 
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form of mental disease. It insists on moderation, 
following the middle way in the use of riches as most 
consonant with the nature of law and with the pur- 
pose for which God has bestowed His goods upon 
mankind, ’ 


' The above is a testimony from a non-Muslim 
writer on Islam, It makes clear that in Islam private 
ownership cannot be exercised to enslave others or 
to prejudice the well-being of any section of society 
as is the case in Capitalism. It is the innate religious 
idea which has given the Quranic social command- 
ments a moral bent. In Islam the legitimacy of owner- 
ship depends on the moral sign attached to it, just 
a3 that of a mathematical quantity depends on the 
aleebraical sign attached to it. In short, Islam 
purges private property of its vicious potentialities 
and lets it have beneficial growth. The Holy Pro- 
shet (be peace on him) says, “God helps man so long 
5 man helps his brother.” Again it 1s heartening to 
ad a similar observation : “Man has no right in 
vhich God has no share; God's share is His com- 
mand to give everyone his due and not to encroach 
on what belongs to another.” This rules out all 
possibility of capitalistic aggrandisement as well as 
forestalls and supersedes the Marxian methods of 
‘expropriating the exproprietors. 

__ The mere fact of possession confers no plenary 
nf we any ae hoe 
"eal is repugnant to i EWA We: public 
Ings. ¢ Quranic teach- 
ser Property. “becoiies. thats eit! ples. ate sects 
Capitalistic 
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business and trade, it has clearly defined his obliga- 
tions to society. The greater his possessions the 
heavier are his responsibilities to maintain social 
peace and harmony. The moral restraints imposed 
on the use of his wealth prevent the owner from 
behaving like an unchartered libertine. Here again 
Islam proves superior to Capitalism and Com- 
munism, as neither of them has succeeded in harmon- 
lously fitting the individual in a social mosaic. In 
Capitalism individual liberty deteriorates into licence. 
A few at the top usurp ail for themselves and yoke 
the rest to the chariot-wheels of their ambitions. 
The man in the street is treated little better than ‘‘a 
tiny lump of impure carbon and water."’ In Fascism, 
which is another name for militant Capitalism, the 
individual is “liquidated”’ under the pretext of multi- 
plying the social strength. To the dictator ‘everyman 
is a highly temporary chemical episode on a most 
petty planet. He is there to be used as cannon-fodder. 
In Communism also the individual fares no better. 
He js idealised in the abstract. But in the matter. of- 
fact world, he is little short of a pawn on the chess- 
board. He must dance to the tune of party bosses or 
he will be “liquidated”’ in some more paint ul manner. 
It is truly said a party member is a marionette. He 
must steal, spy and sabotage, even betray and let 
down his dearest and nearest, to carry out the 


demands and commands of the Party. 


Despite their defects and demerits, the exponents 
of these systems are never tired of blurting out their 


a oh supremacy and excellence. The Capitalist 
» Atep the system with all its wonderful pano- 
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rating into “Privileged Class” or “‘Vested Interests’’. 
Social distinctions, if any, arise not from material 
possessions but from virtue and piety. Such spiritual 
distinctions as conduce to social welfare are recogni- 
sed and encouraged. This is why God commands : 
“Then strive together (as in a race) 
Towards all that is good.” (ii : 148) 

In a society where rich people vie among them- 
selves to do the greatest good, there can be no class 
hatred, nor any social disparity issuing in internecine 
warfare. The poor are also forbidden envy and 
jealousy or any aggressive designs on the property 
of the opulent sections. The Holy Quran says: 

“And in no wise covet 

Those things in which God 
Hath bestowed His gifts 
More freely on some of you 
Than on others.”’ (iv : 32) 

As proletarian risings, no matter where they 
occur, are admittedly the result of the oppression 
and tyranny of therich,a great admonition is addres- 
sed to the possessing classes. The Holy Quran says : 


“For God loveth not 

The arrogant, the vainglorious ;— 

Nor those who are niggardly 

Or enjoin niggardliness, 

Or hide the bounties 

Which God hath bestowed 

On them; for We have prepared, 

For those who resist Faith, 

A Punishment that steeps 

Them in contempt.” (iv: 36-37) 


: This is how Islam maintains balance betwe 
en 
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i ui rl 50 “The child belongeth to the parent, and the 
the : yna violators of wedlock shall be stoned. 

Ante " ae “Whoever falsely claimeth another for his father 

wa ak or his master, the curse of God and of the angels and 


er mc a ‘a of all mankind shall be bi 
that obsession with t ne aide ; Bi saat 
teristic of the ocaad -dav E ‘B 0 people, ye have rights over your wives and 
About Islam’ role a sya eee ‘ your wives have rights over you. It is their duty not 
#0 wing testimo ee “4 (0 break their wifely faith, nor commit any act of 
¥ iY pi ag sensu ve manifest indecency. If they do so ye have authority 
} “fev ever thi oppos sitio n of fo confine them in separate rooms and to punish them 
1e East and West is to be repl: but not severely. But if they refrain, clothe them and 
: Br BY), me feed them properly. Treat your women with loving 
“When ne i oa ea kindness, for they are with you as prisoners and 
towards the destined er ad, the He sly E captives, They have no power over anything that 
on him) delivere \ eso wndine secnie concerneth them. Lo! ye have taken them on the 
Arafat to his foll llowers. +4 ae pF curity of Allah and made their persons lawful to 
- 4 aterh nérrenennl you by the words of Allah. 
ree ry “Be faithful to the trust imposed on you, and 
shun transgression. 
“Usury is forbidden, the debtor shall return only 
ibe principal, and the beginning will be made with 
ee fhe loans of my uncle Abbas, son of Abdul Muttalib. 
rk _ “Your ies ; and property are sacre “Henceforth the vengeance for blood practised 
adie O ) another until you appe in the time of ignorance is forbidden and the feud of 
blood is abolished beginning with the murder of my 
cousin Rabia ibn Harith ibn Abdul Muttalib. 
“And your slaves! See that ye feed them with 
~y food as ye yourselves eat, and clothe them with 
Rat seh Ws at nat ead Ue helene 
with them, for they are detent of epi ap ae 
your Lord, and 


f aiaee| slo md ersus 
must pot be ilstrea' 4 
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prayers are your brothers, 
“0 people ! Listen to n 
ae. 2 AG aon ee 
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tdded and welded together by the strong ties of 
nutual obligations. It replaces the atomising process 
competition by solidarity, mechanical combination 
W personal bonds, expropriation of the weak by the 
trong by the strengthening of the weak and the curb- 
ng of the strong and in the place of anarchic indi- 
‘dualism the subordination of the individual to the 
noral conscience of the community. 
Islam promotes this basic moral conscience by 
inculcating fear of God which in practice means 
erupulous avoidance of anti-social behaviour in 
every shape and form. Thus the charter of human 
brotherhood outlined in the Holy Prophet’s Farewell 
Address is far superior to the one envisaged in the 
Communist Manifesto. The one leads to no greater 
tiumph for man than that of “eating his fill.” The 
other ensures this as well as guarantees an everlast- 
ing felicity, because comfort, competency and 
tquitable sharing of well-being are not enough to 
utisfy human cravings. In short, Islam goes far 
beyond both Capitalism and Communism, by regard- 
ing man much more than a mere manifestation of 
the chemical correlations of his endocrine glands. 
The Bolshevik conception of the social paradise does 
not go beyond a vast zoological garden where every- 
one after his conversion to the Bolshevik faith is 
tuaranteed feeding and mating and the sedulously 
“asored spectacle of amusements and entertain- 
a is improvised before the bars of every cage, 
‘M ensures a consummate paradise without any 
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BALANCED SOCIETY 


No fancied boundaries of mine or thine, 

Restrain our wanderings ! Nature gives enough 
For all; but man, with arrogant selfishness 

Proud of his heaps, hoards up superfluous stores 
Robbed from his weaker fellows, starves the poor, 
Or gives to pity what he owes to justice | 


—Southey 


The present age is an age of strife and confusion, 
conflicts and cleavages. So much so that it appears 
us if the earthly planet—the human habitat, has 
ben suddenly wrenched from its orbit by some 
demoniacal hand and is left spinning wildly in the 
unknown. This universal chaos manifests itself in the 
fnancial bankruptcy of Governments; the decay of 
noble traditions; the corruption of politics, racketeer- 
ing; ruthless exploitation in the economic field ; 
moral depravity in high and low places ; the patent 
futility of education and the reckless vulgarisation of 
human values. In short, the atmosphere of modern 
life is reeking with every kind of contamination and 
itinks and smells like a stuffy sick-room. Verily, we 
live in a “Heart-break House”. 


The reason for this widespread distress and dis- 
location is not far to seek, The evidence at hand is 


‘Nerwhelmingly in favour of the thesis that our com. 
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Marx and Engels have paid floral tributes to the 


capitalist achievements. In their famous Communist 
Manifesto they write: 


“The bourgeoisie, during its rule of scarce 
one hundred years, has created more massive and 
more colossal productive forces than have all 
preceding generations together. Subjection of 
Nature’s forces to man, mechanical application of 
chemistry to industry and agriculture, steam- 
navigation, railways, electric telegraphs, cleaning 
of whole continents for cultivation, canalisa- 
tion of rivers, while populations conjured out of 
the ground what earlier century had even a pre- 


oat 
we o2AawrF 


Stink ate We tes sentiment that such productive forces slumbered 
Ti tae cn. oehhee ie in the lap of social labour.” 
humanisation of life” = = But behind this fascinating facade, barbarism 
Jt is Capitalism which is respo: of the worst type was in full blast. The system tne 
ind evils. It emerged from the augurated by the French Revolution enti a 
‘rench Revolution with the tripl steadily but surely crystallised into a Brabpilles 
Equalit y and Fraternity.” But acquisitive and competitive economy 1m which Hanatp 
events sl owed. it granted freedor paid homage to “ Almighty Money’. The pepe 
cal sense devoid of economic equality was a mete pleasing myth. Equality ; 
of economics, liberty r never flourish in a system which preached the Tor- 
s gematiaeesaelin: Sa mula: “Everybody for himself and Devil take the 
rote: “Libert’ : hindmost.” It may well be regarded as a monstrous 
Cavalry ater! tinter’s error in the record of history. Inhuman 
epigram put maldistribution of wealth has been awfully in evi- 


dence, It has been worsened by the taxes and levies 
which have descended most heavily on the lowest 
income groups—the rich managing to dodge and 
‘vade them by some subterfuge or another. Bernard 
Shaw has described in his own peculiar fashion the 
Phenomenon of unequal income by remarking that 
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rich people by rich people and for the rich people, 
wealth does not mean social welfare or well-being 
but is a disconcerting symbol of economic a ggression 
and appalling pauperisation. Such a social structure 


_ This tragic lack of equa : 
the three fundamenta ‘econon ri as this stands on quicksands. The internal strains 
life: in unequal bargaining power and stresses are bound to undermine it and hasten 
ployer and the employee; in un its collapse, An apt picture of the slow corrosive pro- 
power between the indi idvs enti cess 18 given by Max Lerner who says: 
, ation; 1 “A society may seem to be carrying on 


its normal life, maintaining an outward politi- 
cal order, producing works of art and thought, 
cultivating the amenities and the luxuries of a 
brilliant consumers’ civilisation. But if it does 
gles on perpetuatin; not have valid inner sources of strength, it is at 
and makea dead set to resist th revalu best but a ae i wet structure, ad to 
ife contin 0 | or w leve. collapse at the first deep thrust—a sort oF Fer- 
Lite.c , sort J A 1N Empire to go down before an Alexander. 
vot ” EL: The ultimate fate may be postponed—again 


ry ig 2 PF =i De tel ome 
_— 


and again postponed—when some means Is found 
of sublimating or diverting the mounting dis- 
satisfactions. Lavish public display, the madness 
of military victory, waves of religious fervour, 
interest in sports and amusements, new inven- 
fions and comforts to dazzle by a sense of well- 
being—all these have at one time or another been 
found effective. But in the realm of what Edward 
‘ton is its faith, merchandising its gc Sapir has called the “Social Unconscious” the 
its salvation, dividends its dog strains continue to leave their impress. It is in this 
Nirvana an ultimate satific lei realm that the effective part of the social process 
transpires. Out of this sub-soil the significant 
despairs and defeats emerge that will allow 
ultimately of no denial,” 
Bed 04 ‘eo of economic encroach- 
Musionments was World War I. 


Capitalism pulled through this agony but emerged 


of the market economy it 
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its strength. The lesson of Bolshey; 

any philosophy is better than no Hatch 
and that a regime which possesses a principle Me 
authority, however misconceived it ma y be, will 
be stronger thana system that rests on the shift- 
ing basis of private interests and private 
opinions,” 


Communism came to instal itself as a philosophy 
because religion in the real sense of the term had 
retreated and receded into the background. Faith 
in God, the Creator of the heavens and earth, the 
Creator and Nourisher of mao, the Lord and Giver 


of Life had died out. Communism even in its highly 
idealised and idolised form cannot fill this ominous 
void caused by the decay of religion. It is like 
building a new world in the dark. With rs 
restoration of spiritual values, intelligent folk wi 
take stock of things and their verdict on Sean 
ism will be as adverse as it is about the es a 
Capitalism. They will say that the intellectua | 


of Marx-Engels-Lenin built “a house which is not a 
palace but a prison as it has no windows. What 
man fervently looks forward to is the coming of a 
day-spring from on high to give light to them that 
sitin darkness and the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.”’ 


With all its glaring and gaping inadequacies and 
its inherent contradictions, Communism is a move- 
ment of supreme historic significance. It is the 
manifestation of “the menace of under- -man.”’ It has 
dot been collared by Christianity because Chri 
iy itself was caught napping. By the e aki 
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Even in the Holy Quran there is nothing but 


condemnation of capitalists and their end is predict- 
ed io the parable of Qaroon who was a great capita- 
list of his time and came to grief for his devouring 
greed and callous aggrandisement. The same grievous 
end awaits his progeny of today. The Holy Quran 


says: 


“Qaroon was, doubtless, 

Of the people of Moses ; but 

He acted insolently towards them : 
Such were the treasures We 

Had bestowed on him, that 

Their very keys would 

Have been a burden to 

A body of strong men. : 

Behold, his people said to him : 


“Prult not, for God loveth not 


Those who exult (in riches). 
“But seek, with the (wealth) 


‘ch God has bestowed on thee, 
gba of the Hereafter, 
Nor forget thy portion 10 this 
World: but do thou good : 

As God has been good. 

To thee, and seek not 

(Occasions for) mischief in the land - 
For God loves not those 

Who do mischief. 


“He said : “This has been given 
Ome because of a certain 
Nowledge which I have. 
idhe not know that God 
ad destroyed, before him, 

ole) generations —which were 


Uperior to him in strength 


30 alam Versus Sa 
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And greater in the amo 
(Of riches} they had co; 
But the wicked are not 
Called (immediately) to ac 
For their sins.” ==—(: 


wrinkles and sand-paper the knobs and knots in the 
economic system. 

The first effective endeavour of Islam to estab- 
J lish social equilibrium is its emphasi 
) i ne phasis on equality. 

| The athe ne aed in Ihe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be 
rapacious Beri ly . the capitalist ipon bim) said : 

IUSINESS ' . 
ween ee pale “All men are equal in their human rights.” 
uncanny genius for amassing wea : 
also mirror forth the tragic end of t Hazrat Abu Bakr adhered to the principle of 
+ ricihh teh -Tikcah geen vality 1 istribution of | 
of unsocial wealth, In the past, capi equality in the distribut on of wealth and did not 
s pay heed to the special merits of men. Once during 
his caliphate, he received huge wealth and distri- 
buted it equally among the deserving people. At this, 


e 


cawa ot lel 2 oo eee 
taken by divine punishm ent for the 
remorseless exploitation of human t 


hd af aa 


inious end as | 

re rate od gn baat % some men suggested to him that he should have first 
il 5 fl ial oh dy laken into account the comparative spiritual merits 
“Then We caused the earth ofthe recipients and should thereafter have fixed 
eben) PS eit share in the common pool. The talented 

ety Caliph rose to the occasion and told the dissentients 


hat he was not unconscious of the widely differing 


merits and excellences of the peuple. Rather he knew 
and appreciated them more than anybody waa 
Wp bis 4p iniritual superiority was a quality which woul be 
st. Gonieaated tall iy rewarded by the Almighty. In matters a 
steel and flame from above and fron inp to livelihood, there could be no prelereotia 
ate 2 ” A bh the 1 teatment. 
Hazrat Umar at first departed from this course 
‘td in the early years of his caliphate he favour- 
“nies SPS Peer, oe 
bution, of sti aay tat lati ask al 
Ut endowed vith Gey _ STBesses was uneven. 
cali | insight as he was, he soon 
‘ed that his Predecessor’s polic | 
y Was sounder 


To help him against God, 
Nor could he defend himself. 
It may well be t 1 en as a 
distress of the capita 
War II have been almos 
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seme of things. But it becomes Obnoxious and des: 
ituctive of the rhythm of harmonious social life, if 
Ihe upper classes do not part with their unwanted 
plus to relieve the dire distress of their destitute 
bethten who have lagged behind on account of 
Wome physical and intellectual handicaps. In the 
Wels quoted above the expression so as to be equal 
i very significant. It means exactly the same things 
43 Was made out by Allamah Zamakhshari in his 
Kashshaf (lS), His actual words are: 


‘They (the poor people) are men like you. 
They are your brethren. Therefore it 1s proper 
‘ar those who areendowed with better opportuni- 
ies of earning their livelihood that they should 
part with a share of thetr income in order that 
hore should be equality in the enjoyment 0 


vreature comforts,” 


the Holy Prophet summed up 
ofthe rich to the poor in a highly ex 


tence : 

“ff any Muslim has his brother holding a 
position inferior to him, he should let him par: 
take of what he eats and what he wears. 
(Bukhari) 

This acts as a throttle-grip on the capitalists who 

would otherwise suck the very life-blood of the 

poor. Riches in Islam carry a heavy social responsi- 

ne Unless the rich discharge it wisely and well 
Y lorfeit their right to their Possessions. 


In a capitalists Civilisation, 
gold and ot 
mucus are the most Popular forms ~ 
Old-fetishism, we all know, has Vitlated the 


he obligations 
pressive sen- 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God 


be upon him) commends and commands socially 
beneficial expenditure : 


“Riches should be taken from the rich and 
returned to the poor.” (Bukhari) 
There is a grievous punishment instore for those 


who abuse their riches to the detriment of society. 
God commands : 


“(The stern command will say) : 
Seize ye him, 


And bind ye him 

“And burn ye him 

In the Blazing Fire. 
“Further, make him march 
In achain, whereof 


The lengthisseventycubits.””  (Ixix : 30-32) 
Islam as the above-quoted verses prove to the hilt is 


all for the equitable distribution of wealth and does 
not countenance idle hoards of the Napoleans of 
Finance and others of their ilk who profiteer at the 
cost of others. But unlike Communism it does not 
hold rich men under a sentence of death. It permits - 
the holding of what is known as Functional Property . 
and encourages the productive and beneficial use of 


capital. The motif of the Islamic teachings in regard 


to economic system is that they seek to discourage 
hoarding and stimulate spending, because wealth 
Whether in the hands of one or a few men has a 
social destiny. The Holy Book says : 

“Speak to M 

Who have eect 

That they may establish 
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therefore, excites divine wrath. The Holy Quran 
says : 


“God sets forth a Parable : 

A city enjoying security 

And quiet, abundantly supplied 

With sustenance from every place : 

Yet was it ungrateful 

For the favours of God: 

So God made it taste 

Of hunger and terror in extremes 

(Closing in on it) like a garment 

(From every side), because 

Of the (evil) which 

(Its people) wrought.” (xvi: 112) 

Before World WarcIl began, Western nations 

were spending astronomical sums on armaments to 
the utter neglect of the starving masses. In the ambi- 
tious programmes for economic autarky, munition 
factories figured prominently. Trade embargoes were 
designed to strangle and stifle the backward nations. 
Intoxicated with a sense of economic supremacy, 
they failed to realise that their ill-conceived pro- 
erammes were leading them to a devastating war. 
But God’s commands are inexorable. Their defiance 
brought death and destruction on the West. Cities 


humming with industries and overflowing with 
wealth have been turned into howling wildernesses. 
According to a divine law, a community or a coun- 
ity exists or possesses a right to exist as long asit hag 
ne saving grace. The rich may well be salt of the 
a if they subordinate their activities to the com- 
; 15 Ol God. But they become the ver; . 
here lest verming 
Y disobey them and take to exploitation an 

€xploitation and 
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‘The Reprobate” but no barbarous bifurcation of 
"Tht Haves” and “The Have-nots”. The Holy 
Quraa puts an end to the class-war which now rages 
nibe heart of the capitalist society. It says ; 


"OQ mankind ! We created 

You from a single (pair) 

Of a male and a female, 

And made you into 

Nations, that 

Ye may know each other 

Not that you may despise 

Each other), Verily 

The most honoured of you 

In the Sight of God 
Is (he who is) the most | 
Righteous of you.” (xlix : 13) 


Tht Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God 
i upon bim) said : “God has commanded me to 
ow humility so that 00 one may rise above one 
anther, or behave haughtily towards others.” 


Amin he says: “Verily God has now taken 
any {rom you the arrogance of the days of ignorance 
nthe conceit of (superior) ancestry —(Abu Daud), 
(uh salutary teachings are bound to create a healthy 
fume of mind, and vanity and aggression begin to 
lok repulsive. A rich man born and bred under such 
i spiritual discipline ordained by Islam can never 
become rapacious in his economic pursuits or aggres- 
ie in his social relations, There can be no more 
2 ih more heart-lifting example of s¢ ial 
AR Sm i incident of King 
Performing the sacred Phi bi and was once 

lOnS$ round the 


ie oad ‘on a 
>e 
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Through the earth : 
For God loveth not 
Any arrogant boaster,”’ (xXxxi : 18) 
us embodies the principle of human equality and 
jnounces hauteur and scorns glories of caste, colour 


and class, 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God 
¥ pon him) once said : “Thou art not good Abu 
Dharr because of the red or black complexion, but 
fhou art more worthy because of thy good acts (Abu 
Daart io Imam Hambal), And again : 

“Verily God looks not to your fingers nor 
bodies, but He looks into your hearts and 
bodies.” —A bu Huraira. 


This sublime aspect of the Islamic teachings has 
tioked glowing tributes even from the enemies of 
Kam. Dr Dhalla in his book Our Perfecting World 


7 


says: 
“Muhammadanism alone among the religions 
if the world has remained free from the colour bias. 
... It welcomes all converts with open arms, whether 
hey be negroes or pariahs. Without reserve 1t accords 
lem their rights and privileges and receives them 
io its social circle as much as into its reli- 
tion. It excludes all barriers of birth and colour 
‘td admits its converts within the community on 
> basis of complete social equality.” Dr. Dennison 
mest “It was among the Arabs that the man 
ante "as to unite the whole known world 
GS Wells vier, rpg gong Histor y 

' the’ stress Islam lays” on 
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at Usury is the life-blood of business and trading 
a nat ts abolition will prove disastrous to in- 
sri and commercial activities. Allah—the All- 
powing, forbade Usury because it promoted econo- 
ie aggression and enriched the lenders at the cost 
the borrowers and split up the society into “‘Top- 
jogs” and “Under-dogs.” A faith which seeks to 
oster human brotherhood could not permit this 
ihuman institution. There is no sympathy in lending 
money to a man in distress at exorbitant rates 
f interest. Even what is commonly termed as a 
wsonable rate implies exploitation of a borrower's 
istess, This is why the Holy Book has severely 


“ondemned all usurious dealings. It says : 


“Those who devour Usury 

Will not stand except 

As stands one whom 

The Evil one by his touch 

Hath driven to madness. , 

That is because they say : 
“Trade is like Usury. 

But God hath permitted trade 


And forbidden Usury.” 3=s—ii‘é( tk : 275) 


“God will deprive 
Usury of all blessing, t 
But will give increase 
For deeds of charity : 

Or He loveth not | 13 
aates ungrateful 0 nen 


And wicked,” (ii: ae 
wt ye who believe ! ) 24 
“at God, and give up Not 


, | | 
What remains of YOur demand | Ai By, | 
Al 
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“God will deprive 
Usury of all blessing 
But will give increase 
For deeds of charity.” (ii : 276) 
The huge loan negotiated between the U.S. A. 
ni U.K. under the Bretton-Woods Agreement 
opbittered mutual relations of these two Allies. The 
baring kernel of this bitterness is the interest charged 
Wythe creditor. Even the late Lord Keynes, the author 
this Agreement on behalf of England, in the course 
itis speech in the House of Lords, observed that all 
Hs fe he would regret that the U. S. A. did not see 
ber way to grant an interest-free loan to his country. 
Ihe late Sir Churchill who was notorious for his love 
{ America, was astonished that the United States 
ould think worth her while to demand an equi- 
int of 1°62 per cent interest from her debtor in 
be special circumstances in which Britain found her- 
ell He visualised the serious dangers that lurked 
bhind this money-lender’s deal and remarked, 
"Whatever may be said to the contrary our relations 
th the U. S. A.) have deteriorated.” It was to 
Hviate the moral and material horrors of usurious 
lang that Islam prohibited interest. Never was the 
vvdom of this prohibition so loudly vindicated as 
‘the Parliament of England when the Bretton- 
Woods Bill was under fire. Islam always desired loans 
lo be in the nature of grants-in-aid and not com- 
uercial transactions, This is exactly the point made 
°t against the American loans which are correctly 
‘ki fA eee Hee antediluvian settle- 
¢ creditor’s insistence on 


es & 
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formed circles, [slam was dubbed as primitive 
io prodibiting it aod thus denying its followers a 
plot economic prosperity. The industrial back- 
murdaess of the Muslim States was invariably attri- 
bled to this lacuna in the sociology of Islam. But 
ie puny and sickly logic of man could not outrival 
lie divine code of the Quran in tackling the socio- 
xonomic problems. A man truly conversant with the 
tachings of the Holy Quran could not be deluded 
by he vast riches and the economic domination of 
fe West, because all this could not conceal the 
mrerty and penury of the teeming masses. The 
alotial imperialism further emphasised the rotten 
iolowness of the European civilisation. Islam which 
vps the impulse of greed, could not for the world 


wbrte a practice which was to enrich a few rich at 
fy ost of starving millions. Some people have tried 
indistinguish between “Interest” and “Usury” and 
mended “{aterest” as a legitimate charge 
fy the use of one’s savings which embody years of 


have com 


edi. Ths is a mere quibble. Name it Bow OUS 
may, it is as anti-social as ever. The Arabic equiva- 
bat of Usury is riba which means excess Over the 
um lent. Whether interest is charged to cover the 
tisks involved in lending or to reward the denial of 
lis use of one’s money for some period, it is for- 
ibe, No euphemism can save it from the cop- 
R of Islam. A Tradition relates that the 
t ropaet (peace and blessings of God be Upon 
Said that a loan which brings j 
len rings in profit, fall 
“* the category of riba—U - tus alls 
Ii decides th ; sury. \Baihagi, Vol, V) 
, © whole issue and demolish 
€S all pleas 
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areal tess on honest earnings and has associated 
geal dignity with labour. The Holy Quran says: 
‘now excellent a recompense for those who work 
(and strive).” (iii: 136) In fact the Holy Book lays 
down that man is born to work, It says, “That man 
qin bave nothing, but what he strives for.” (lii: 39) 
‘God hath granted a grade higher to those who strive 
snd ght in the cause of God than to those who sit 
at home),” (tv : 99) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
upon him) was commanded to proclaim: “‘Say, 
0 my people, do whatever ye can: I will do (my 
mrt); But soon will ye know.” (xxxix : 39) 


Holy Prophet said, 
thing than when 
> (Bukhari) 


nf Tirmizi, we read, 
oain in another authentic work as nizi, 
nln dis with sweat on bis brow.” In the Holy 
bok Allah says, “Never will I suffer to be lost 
the wit of any of you, be he male or female, the one 


of you being from the other.” (iti : 195) 


When we talk of Capitalism, we usually have in 
view the activities of the industrial magnates and the 
appalling conditions that prevail in urban areas, In 
tities, no doubt, social discord and disharmony are 
sen in their stark nakedness. But in villages also an 
‘qually awful state of affairs is much in evidence. 
* een ies the roost. His tenants toil and 
heir body and sf Periey e enone to keep 
~~ Logether. All the evils of serfdom 
Md helotry obtain in vill ; , 

Mages. This agrarian capital- 


Migdam relates that the 
Never has aby one eaten a better 


teats of the work of his own hands.’ 
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nde SORE thie wee busis according to some Traditionists is forbidden 
ce tebe: Vets i /lam, Hazrat Abu Dharr Ghiffari was an enthusi- 
asic €xponent of this idea. Muslim and Bukhari 


reord the Holy Prophet’s sayings to this effect. 


for the good oF the f Haztat Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet 
) t by the Qurani aid: “He who owns land should cultivate it himself 
D nee: of let his Muslim brother cultivate it gratis as a 


a ou irae SA ceR favour. If he is not willing to do either, he should let 
“ase 10 3 itli¢ uacultivated—(Mus/im). Hazrat Jabir says that 
Pathan the Holy Prophet forbade any profit from land under 
cLUlY Prophet (peace Batai or contract—( Muslim). 
upon Oim) said: “A | There are, no doubt, other sayings related from 
tures are tne creatures of Go ie Holy Prophet (be peace on him) under which the 
: C 1S st ititicd to 1 leasing of land on Batai and contract is regarded 
Sayings ot the Holy Prophe petmissible. But even in that case the tenantis grant- 
od be upc da privileged status. The co-sharing between the 
owner and the tenant is done on an patos se 
renting and summary eviction are se 4 
a si is a saying of the Holy Prophet as 
teace on him) recorded in Muslim, Abu Daud, Nisa 
ind Tirmizi according to which the Holy Prophet re 
race on him) did not forbid tenancy, but exhorte 
atthe mutual dealings should be conducted with 
Courtesy and leniency and that the huckstering spirit 
ihould be eschewed. 
Apparently there are two schools of thought on 
lis point—the Radicals and the Moderates, but both 
sp leave little room for landlordism. The odds 
hi of those who hold that the owner must 
iat ving by owning aug © very spirit of Islam is 
“WOersbip is a perfect si Cane working. Such 
necure, for the only function 


en 


VI 


ECONOMICS AND RELIGION 


By living according to the rules of religion 
iman becomes the wisest, the best and the hap- 
piest creature that he is capable of being— 
honesty, industry, the employing of time well, a 
constant sobriety, an undefiled purity, with con- 


tiaval serenity, are the best preservatives, too, 
of lifeand health. 


—Burnet 
Tis religion which can give | 
Sweetest pleasures while we live ; 


‘Tis religion must supply _ 
Solid comforts when we die. 


Those who believe in a cloistered virtue, world 
rqunciation and monastic life, failto see any har- 
mony between ecynomics and religion. Their con- 
wience revolts against any attempt at the synthesis 
if these two sciences—secular and spiritual. I call 
tligion a spititual science, because it lays down laws 
fot the welfare of the soul as economics does for the 
‘ody, One is the bread of spiritual guidance while 
lieother is the hard stone of intellectual curiosity. 
lose who ignore it, starve their souls and retard 


spiritual progress and deprive themselves of 


tvine bliss and grace, 


103 


Economics and Religion 105 


u, all life, colour and meaning seem to have vani- 
ded. This delusion does possess one’s mind when 
wallons one’s thoughts of the other world to suck 
il the meaning out of this. The other world will also 
wom: empty of content. This method of abstraction 
like peeling an onion. The result is extreme im- 
pretishment of life. Price must be paid for this 
wecalisation’ in holiness. Japan and Europe which 
it ong lay under the incubus of these crippling 
qteds rose into mentionable prominence only by 
wonpletely overthrowing them and disabusing their 
ginds of the mediaeval obsessions, It is a great 
hitoric fact Which needs no telling, 


This lop-sided view of life was bound to provoke 
vrioys reactions in the human mind. No sooner did 
ain revive greater intelligence and outgrew old 
avige prejudices than there occurred a stampede 
fon Christianity on a large scale, The primitive 
hlef of seeking salvation in self renunciation and 
wpreme hatred of the world around, was cast away 
ite threadbare coat. Religion in the sense of world 
Runciation began to be decried as a drag on in 
ite of human progress. The priest-class which ha 
lot centuries enjoyed unquestioned supremacy, fell 
mevil days, Its stock in-trade, self-renunciation and 
tll-mortification, slumped heavily. Its followers took 
‘material pursuits with a vengeance, Religion began 
be regarded as an “opium of life.” Atheism and 
‘tosticism were let loose upon the world which was 
“rab Ge load of Christian dogma. 
‘nt only fo ntti aeiae. abe jw 

$10 order to curb theiy 
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aii iiactciamae de) wij, The East and the West are experiencing the 
pack eyssions of the incalculable consequences of this 
iosseddon. 
Pe” aM The causes of this tragic state of affairs are not 
“ik WB tee 3 the mee irtoseek. Europe had indulged far too excessively 

RT TO jie vin worship of Mammon. Its economic ego 
fit ao Media ilgot the better of its nobler instincts. It always 

5: gies le uppets like that when economics is divorced from 
eae ee ee © rigon which alone tames the savage in the human 
eel a sot ince: Slane meal. The over-emphasis on religion as superna- 
é er Ate Al Seema alsm vorelated to social life (this results from 

Pe ot ae eee teniunderstanding of it) leads to barren asceticism 

miempty monasticism. The overstress on economics, 
7 Picasa : werdeaced by the present-day ideologies, culmina- 
abe stad tre pile rabid materialism. 

\ow that many economic recipes aod remedies 
Wwe been tried with dismal failure, it will be a folly, 
mie aad simple, to ascribe the persisting maladies 
L ay other cause but the absence of religion from 

teeonnomy of life. In the world of matter, European 
binters cogld not thiak of any remedies more effec- 
ie than Communism and Fascism to restore econo- 
tc equilibrium, But the whole West Knows to its 
‘it that these quack nostrums have uprooted 
‘inanity and have made confusion worse confound- 
‘The present world situation with its agonising 
‘eettainties is the legacy of the conflict of these 
"il ideologies, 
If Capitali : ; 
‘tis - raokeekth males tiie ‘al “es 
‘anything they mean Variation in the pe 
methods 
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108 [slam Versus Socialism — Economics and Religion 
of barbarism. If Capitalism was an orga: 
bery, the new economic doctrines striket § 
They aim at no radical reform. They rol 7 
pay Paul. The problem ends where it b 
truest word about revolution was spoken t 
koff. “In Russia, Lenin built on the stror 
tion of the old autocracy ; outside Russia, Bo. 
is only a castle in the air.’” Dogmatic ma 
and atheism are a part of the heritage of I 
The movement will develop into somethin 
unlike its beginning. What the culminat 
it is difficult to predict in a country which is 
Asiatic as European. Russia has nothing te 
West and the destruction of religion cannot 
permanent than the destruction of private 
and family. [tis a quixotic venture to make’ 
uphill or twist a rope of sand. “You 1 
Nature with a pitchfork,” says an old pro 
will come back.”’ ay 
Bolshevism is hostile towards religion t 
e latter’s mystical aspects and its parap 
and ceremonies. But it gained ascendat 
giarising the ways and manners O 
is why it is now ironically called “reli 
as for its Holy Scriptures the teachings of. 
which “are stupidly regarded as revealed, © 
and infallible.” [t has itscommentators, s¢ 
evangelists and even martyrs. It has its 
orthodoxies and heresies. It starts heresy-k 
Infidel-slashings and stages Inquisitions a 
pogroms against doubters, disbelievers anc 
It has its processes of initiation and excot 


9, thas its Pantheon of idols and icons. [t has 
is Vatican (Keemlio) and the Pupal bulls (Dictator’s 
fis). Its rituals and symbo!s are as intricate as 
jot ol any religion. [t warms the heart of its belie- 
es by promises of salvation, hopes of millennium 
mgd schemes of rewards. To outward seeming, it 
SW wibits to markedly wholesome improvement on 
Wisin in its time-honoured sense, though it seeks 
J weclpse and supersede it by slogans of anti-Godism. 
Phtitis a ‘religion’ of a curious sort. Religions 
J tung their origin in the divine revelation have 
yadistinguished by two characteristics. In the first 
J pce, they have tried to strengthen the bonds of 
7 umn society. In the second place they have endea- 
ured to discover some moral purpose in the gover- 
une of the Universe. The destructive traits of 
hkhevism are diagonally opposite. Instead of 
‘tenting the bonds of union, it has fomented class 
iusle, Instead of discovering moral purpose it 
’tishes all moral law from the social destiny of 
Un, Lenin considered that it was the duty of his 
‘llowers not only to ‘liquidate’® capitalists but also 
eradicate all belief in God and to extinguish all 
lh Ofheaven.” Thus itis obvious that even Bolsh- 
it donned the mantle of religion to make an 
‘tional appeal to man. In their furious fulmina- 
Ma dgainst religion, the Bolshevists clean forgot 
i % were defeating their own ends by borrow- 
. j ‘orm and spirit from religion. They just suc- 
th at ihe superficial rearrangement of society. 
“art continues to elude their grasp. 


Who. 3 
dat is wanted is a change of heart. This cannot 
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Human welfare of the genuine sort depends upon 
ie proper correlation of economics and religion. A 
ue religion provides a true basis for secular and 
gintual life, Those who have made a thorough study 
{slam fearlessly claim that it seeks to guide its 
lowers in secular as well as spiritual affairs. It 
applies us with a sound conception of State and 
wily. Spirituality is, no doubt, the vital core of 
lie economy of Islam. But it does not ignore material 
glare. It aims at making Jife worth living. It tells 
ythat the whole Universe and all that is in it, is for 
ie benefit of man. 
Unlike Christianity and Buddhism, Islam takes 
due notice of the worldly aspects of man’s life and 
ys down rules to enhance its purity and dignity. It 
ispites man with a quest for noble living. It seeks 
) make him an efficient member of society and not 
recluse or an anchorite who exults in renouncing 
nd donouncing the world and its affairs. God has 
ndowed our eatth with plentiful resources for the 
mare of man. Man must, therefore, explore and 
aploit them to avail himself of them. He can do so 
tot asa Sanyasi but as a citizen. This is why time 
and again he is urged by God to be active in his 
earch for the means of living. The Holy Book says : 


“And when the Prayer 
Is finished, then may ve 
Disperse through the land 
And seek of the Bounty 
Of God: and celebrate 
The Praises of God 
<0 (and without stint) 
a ye may prosper,” 


(xii: 10) 
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welicis@. A religion which sought to call into being 
yalanced society of sane and sensible people could 
leave any loophole for the overt or covert incur- 
on of life-denying other-worldliness. 

It would have been an incomplete teaching if 
jam had merely emphasised the need of earning 
velitood. It has, therefore, laid down certain rules 
ich govern and determine the form and intensity 
{ wealth-earning activitizs of man. They are so 
siained as to be in complete harmony with the 
pace and well-being of society as a whole. At no 
age are these economic activities to be free from 
ie yoke of moral considerations. This is why the 
individual is strictly enjoined to see that what he 
ams is ‘pure’ and the means he adopts to earn it 
wt ao above question. To this effect the Holy 


Quran says : 
“O ye people: 
Rat of what is on earth, 
Lawful and good ; 
And do not follow 
The footsteps of the Evil One, 


For he is to you 
An avowed enemy.” (ii: 168) 
“O ye apostles : enjoy 
(All) things good and pure, 
And work righteousness : 
For | am well-acquainted 
With (all) that ye do.” (Xxiij + 5 
. -. He allows a 
ge as lawful what is good 
Fre Pure) and prohibits them 
m what is bad (and impure), (vj: 
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sacaoker which slowly but surely eats into the vitals 
of socizty. It is the seed-bed of Capitalism which 
ja syothetic term for the ruinous and revolting 
jitaposition of poverty and property. A few fatten 
ithe cost of many and thus kindle the fires of class- 
git. The Holy Quran strictly forbids such a tyran- 
geal Way of living and regards it as tantamount to 
illowing in the footsteps of Satan. Lawful living in 
i eyes of Islam is one which does not jeopardise 
lizlivelihood of others nor enslaves one section to 
lie other. Some renowned commentators have laid 
peat stress on the far-reaching significance of -t+ 
Reprehensibles). This epithet applies not only to 
ihose things which are intrinsically dirty and repellent 
butalso refers to those which may not be bad and 
nlawful in that sense, but which have been obtained 
by unlawful means as usury, bribe, force, fraud or 
theft. This clear emphasis on the legitimacy or other- 
wise of the articles of daily use raises an insurmount- 
ible barrier against the rise of the satanic system of 
Capitalism which divides and disintegrates society 
ind concentrates wealth ina few hands and condemns 
ihe teeming millions to poverty and starvation. 

AsIslam builds up a balanced society, it not only 
‘terdicts self-mortification and monkish denial of 
worldly goods, but it also provides ample safeguards 
wainst a reasonable living degenerating into luxury 
and libertinism. It, therefore, bans the use of silken 
dresses and gold and silver utensils. The Holy Pro- 
bnet (be peace on him) is reported to have said that 
‘nose who strut about in gaudy and garish garments 


this world, will be made to wear tbe dress of dis- 
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4a rich man’s expenditure has a great bearing 
gswcial life, it has been subjected to a strict regula- 
iu, kst it should undermine morals and paralyse 
Fy iwlul economic activities. Thus extravagance and 
myvidence are regarded as social vices and True 
hievets are warned against their evil effects on 
oniual and mundane life, 


The Islamic teachings in regard to the economic 
jing of the individual would have been wanting in 
wiection if they had ignored the vice of chariness 
alcheese-paring meanness. In the East, there is a 
lus of people who pile up mountains of wealth, but 
ir on a disgustingly low plane. This stinginess is 
iepotent cause of concentration and centralisation 
{vealth in a few hands and is a strong barrier 
waist ils equitable distribution among other sec- 
ions of soceity. Wealth produced in the country 
toys into the underground vaults of these banias 
ut tiojos and lies there “frozen.” This means 
nadual impoverishment and depletion of social 
vigutoes, This is a species Of Captitalism hardly to 
qetwith in the West. There the capitalists amass 
avy by investing it in business, and their banking 
uncerns keep it in a state of active circulation. They 
ae averse to its hoarding. But here in the East and 
Wure particularly in the Indo-Pak, subcontinent a 
‘ni's house is a sink of precious metals. What is 
‘tied is soon converted into gold and silver which 

tthen stowed away in the cold bowels of the earth. 


slam isequally sey ing 
ere On stinginess and extr 
‘Me Holy Quran says : Mag 
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about worldly existence. It gives a mora! poise 
worldly man and disabuses his mind of all 
es and designs of social usurpation. The supra- 


onal sanction, it provides for conduct, is essenti- 


necessary as a form in social development. 


}conscious contempt of unscrupulous economic 
sults breeds a sense of moral elevation. The emo- 
al side of human life cannot be satisfied without 
gious ideals. When the material good of man is 
ld up as the be-all and end-all of our existence, we 
tlov moral ideals inconsistent with the boasted 
pefiority of the ethics of reason.’ Dr. Iqbal in his 
lure “Is Religion Possible ?” has given a vivid 
id convincing account of the consequences which 


ww from the divorce of religion from man’s actual 
fe, He says: 


‘Thus wholly overshadowed by the results of 
his intellectual activity the modern man has ceased 
to live soulfully, ie. from within. In the domain of 
thought he is living in open conflict with himself ; 
and in the domain of economic and political life he 
is living in open conflict with others. He finds him- 
slf unable to control his ruthless egoism and his 
infinite gold hunger which is gradually killing all 

higher striving in him and bringing him nothing but 
life-weariness. .. . In the wake of his systematic 
materialism has come that paralysis of energy which 
Huxley apprehended and deplored. The condition 
of things in the East is no better. The technique 
of mediaeval mystics by which religious life, on its 


higher manifestations developed itself both in the 
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history of modern culture. The modern world 
nds In need of biological renewal. And religion 
uo on its higher manifestation is neither 


yma nor priesthood nor ritual can alone ethically 


epare the modern man for the burden of the great 
sponsibility which the advancement of modern 
eoce necessarily involves, and restore to him that 
litude of faith which makes him capable of winning 
personality here and retaining it hereafter. It is 
nly by rising to a fresh vision of his origin and 
jure, his whence and whither that man will even- 
willy triumph over a society motivated by an in- 
man competition and a civilisation which has lost 


spiritual unity by its inner conflict of religious and 
political values.” 


When the Muslims forgot the Quranic teachings 
they imbibed the influence of Christianity. Even some 
noted scholars began to dissociate economics from 
itue religion. Asceticism was held out as an ideal 
forthe faith(ul. The result was thatthe Muslims laps- 
ed into the morass of misery and poverty. Lhe priest- 
class (Mullahs) rose into ascendancy, and sapped the 
vigour and vitality of the Muslim masses. [he corrosive 
influence of the priestcraft began to permeate the 
body-politic and body-social. Bottom fell out of the 

Muslim polity. The letter remained but the spirit 


vanished. The tragedy of it was that the decline of 
the Muslim powers synchronised with the rise of 
Eutope as a mighty force in the world. The ultimate 


esult was that the Turkish Empire th 
Muslim State, went to fitkeyene ee 


. pleces and Turkey came to 
“atcastically known as “the Sickman of Sane 
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irelforts to smother it underfoot. Europe’s superb 
lomacy soon entrapped the Caliph in its meshes. 
great Muslim annalist quite aptly remarks : ‘*Pan- 
amisM is a phantasm abstracted from the Muslim 
fession of religious fraternity and magnified by 
jopean imagination while it is embraced by Mus- 
mowing t) their supposed need of it. Both the 
sof the Europeans and the hopes of the Muslims 
this subject are futile because as a matter of fact 
nantasms do not materialise.”’ 


The Muslims all over the world have now realis- 
{that the revival of Islam and the vindication of its 
ih and noble ideals of life cannot be accomplished 
y the use of political potions and pick-me-ups bor- 
owed from the West, but by the sincere and scrupu- 
ns obsetvance of its teachings in our day-to-day 
fe. It is its correlation with social life that will un- 
id its unique capacity to eliminate strife and 
sonfysion from society and lead man to the Land of 
Promise. It does not stand in need of adventitious 
tids from human thought and ingenuity. It 1s an all- 
suficing and self-evolving code and offers fuller and 
richer life, It satisfies all the aspirations of the human 

cart in a way that no other faith has ever done. It 
teaches us that if God is not conceived In such a way 
that we cannot do without Him in the satisfaction of 
awant, in our dealings with people, in earning 
money, in reading a book, in passing an examination, 
"the doing of the most trifling or the most impor- 


ms duty, Sn it is plain that we have not felt any 
“anection between God and life. w, 
‘arily seeking God when w Ris ees ee 


€ call Him Infinite, most 


er ee ee | - 
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THE GOLDEN CALE 


Not only are the rich not compactly united 
imong themselves, but there is no real bond be- 
ween them and the poor. Their relative position 
sola permanent one; they are constantly 
ifawn together or separated by their interests. 
The workman is generally dependent on the 
master, but not on any particular master ; these 
(vo Men meet in the factory, but know not each 
other elsewhere ; and while they come into con- 
tacton one point, they stand very far apart on 
sll others. The manufacturer asks nothing of the 
workman but his labour ; the workman expects 


‘no from him but his wages. The one con- 
oad obligation to protect, nor the other te 
defend, and they are not permanently ae at | 
cither by habit or by duty.... Between the 
yorkman and the master there are frequent rela- 
tions, but no real partnership. 


— Tocqueville 


Capitalism isareligion of the Golden Calf and 
the most astonishing thing of all is that there are 
disinterested defenders of it. Capitalism is not 
only an Outrage upon the ‘have-nots’ and the 
eetessie of A ‘have-nots’, it is above all an 
utrage upon and the persecutio 
Personality, of every il peraehdlity, human 


—Nicolas Berdyaey 
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jenth a0 twelfth centuries. Judged by our modern 
yyodards, 1 could not even then be called a system 
yn ideology. It was, as H.G. Wells calls it, a con- 
gion roughly organised. The nucleus was the fief 
hich was land, but might be any desirable thing, as 
ollie, 2 revenue in money or kind, the right to 
gllect a toll or operate a mill. In return for the /ief, 
eman became the vassal of the lord; he cringed 
nd kowtowed before him. With bis hands between 
lis lord's, the vassal promised him unfailing fealty 
ind sincere service. So long as he remained steadfast 
nis allegiance to the lord, the vassal retained his 
litle to the fief. His service relations constituted the 
political aspect of the system. This inevitably over- 
shadowed his economic activities. He could earn his 
living under the grim shadow of the over-lordship of 
his Feudal Boss. Besides military service and the daily 
mounting guard on the lord’s castle, most of these 
etfs were tied to the soil and deprived of the freedom 
of movement. Their onerous and endless labour 
loved them no opportunity to avail themselves of 
the amenities and immunites of the commercial towns 
springing up in their close neighbourhood. They also 
could not sell what they produced. This state of 
‘fairs went on until it was interrupted by the rise of 
Uban life on a bigher plane. The birth of towns 
was a challenge to the feudal su_remacy. In the 
Marxian jargon it amounted to the emergence of an 
antithesis. The contradiction became stark and stern, 


The multiplication of towns, the increase of their 
Population and the extension of commercial and 
‘Mdusirial activities involved the bourgeoisie in an 
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heen no proportionate advance in the inner moral 
pature. The psyche of man had failed to keep pace 
mth his economic, political and scientific progress, 
his lag further atrrested the growth of mora! sense 
and produced dire consequences. In the first flush of 
the economic renaissance the lurking dangers of the 
industrial civilisation were not perceived or properly 
assessed and appraised. But they continued to grow 
all the same. They ultimately crystallised into a sharp 
splitin society. People became divided into ‘Lazarus’ 
and ‘Dives’ and the new industrialism slowly but 
surely donned the mantle of pernicious Capitalism. 
This naturally caus2d a widespread social distress 
which set minds thinking. It was realised that the 
specious and spurious political ‘‘Liberty’’ had under- 
mined “Equality” and the slogan of ‘ Fraternity”’ 
sounded hollow as it had lost all significance. Free- 
dom of business resulting ia cut-throat competition 
became incompatible with ‘‘Freedom from Want’’ 
and “Freedom from Fear.’ This cast serious reper- 
cussions on the life of the people. Economic deterio- 
ration tan parallel with the decay of morals and 
politics. Democracy became the government of the 
capitalists by the capitalists. Hence they enacted laws 
to perpetuate their ascendancy and they succeeded 
famously in their nefarious designs. Freedom became 
a mirage for the working class. ‘“‘Men must be free 
inwardly, for them outward freedom is useless.’’ So 
said Heine and the truth of it was vindicated by the 
existence and persistence of economic slavery in the 
Atmosphere of outward political freedom. John Stra- 
eney in his book Menace of Fascism writes : 
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ihe money economy on man’s mind. In his booklet 
4 Short View of Russia, he writes : 


"At any rate to me it seems Clearer every day 
(hat the moral problem of our age is concerned 
with the love of money, with the habitual appeal 
fo the Money Motives in nine-tenths of the 
activities of life, with the universal striving for 
he individual economic activity, the social ap- 
probation of money as the measure of construc- 
livé success and with the social appeal to the 

hoarding instinct as the foundation ffor the 
necessary provision for the family and for the 
failure.’”’ 

Mammonism with its diabolic offshoots was 
writ large on the horizon and all thinkers and writers 
saw init a serious threat to social peace and thought 
long and hard to remove it. As long as it persisted 
there could be no concord and harmony. Henri 
Massis in his Defence of the West writes : 

“Modern civilsation is the great evil, in that it 
makes material well-being the one end of life 
and that it bewitches Europeans and corrupts 
Orientals, that it makes them slaves of money, 
incapable of peace and of inner repose.” 

These rather profuse but inescapable quotations 
throw into sharp relief the canker that is gnawing at 
the roots of the Western civilisation. Unless moral 
balance is restored and spiritual values are rehabili- 
tated, there can be abiding peace. World War II was 

the eruption of the social volcano which had been 

seething and sizzling all these years. In one of his 


lucid intervals Nietzsche wrote in the same strain: 
66 Md . 
We need, in order to dissolve the cash-nexus, 
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fgreatest proit do not coincide.” (Socialism and 


ie Living Age) 

At best what the capitalists were made to do 
jr the Wage-earners was the grant of bounties and 
gbsidies which were demoralising both to the pro- 
jieersand the proletariat. This move was nowhere 
war even the milk-and-water Socialism preached by 
ite pre-Marxian socialists. One might as well regard 
i Socialism, the perpetual pension conferred by 
Charles II on his illegitimate children. 


Owen and Morris simply paved the way for 
Marx and Engels who burst upon the capitalistic 
gold as stormy petrels. Not only did they breathe 
ireand brimstone against “Expropriators’’, but hur- 
led a gauntlet in their face in the form of the Com- 
munist Manifesto in 1848. They wrote: 
‘The Communists disclaim to conceal their 
views and aims. They openly declare that their ends 
my be attained only by the overthrow of all existing 
social conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at the 
worker's revolution. The proletarians have nothing 
byt their chains to lose. They have a world to win.”’ 
This open ultimatum to capitalists brought to 
spend the era of Utopian Socialism and marked the 
beginning of militant Socialism. It is also known as 
Scientific Socialism (Communism) because it offered 
both an ideal and a method to achieve it. The ideal 
was the “Dictatorship of the Proletariat’”’ and the 
‘Method was the dethronement of the profit motives 
rH sb che. of the capitalistic system. While 
5 nis own point of view and that of Marx, 
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We repudiate all morality which proceeds from 
ypernatural idea or ide2zs which are outside 
lass conceptions. In our view morality is entirely 

woordinate to the interests of class-war ; everything 
smoral which is necessary for the annihilation of the 
sd exploiting social order and for the uniting of the 
proletariat. Our morality thus consists solely in close 
discipline and conscious war against the exploiters. 
We do not believe in eternal principles of morality 
and we will expose this deception. Communist mora- 
lity is identical with the fight for the strengthening of 
tae Dictatorship of the Proletariat.’’ 


This debased concept of morality calls to mind 
Gosthe’s phrase “Socialism has gone on tombs for- 
watd:” tombs not only of the decadent profitism, 
but tombs also of eternal human values. A socio- 
economic scheme which necessitates not mere social 
overhaul, but an overall sanguinary destruction, Can- 
hot pass muster with an average human being. Com- 
munism, therefore, looks more like an apotheosis of 
social despair and desperation than a genuine plan of 
a splendid mission for human deliverance from 
poverty and misery. Itis acrazy-quilt of glaring con- 
radictions. For instance, it demands man to conquer 

the elemental forces of nature, to organise, regulate 
and rationalise the life of society. The individual be- 
longs to society and he must, therefore, devote to 
itall his physical and mental powers. He must 
serve the cause of remaking the world. But the 
attainment of these high and noble aims, demands 
the religious energy of the spirit, postulates the 
capacity for self-sacrifice in the establishment of 
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bi, rde jsinterestedness and is likely to bring about a last- 
ing and consummate change. 


the human sc 
requisition fi ee : ree Bier ate rv 
when the springs of 1 I she 
the inculcation of atheis 7 Communism is a social titanism. Man is liqui- 
is given no pare der dated in society. He 1s made to devote himself to 
cant bess sper-personal ends for the greater glory of the Com- 
muoistsociety. But when man finally ceases to exist as 
oli: ish anything : 30 independent entity, society, he is out to build up, 
.d mora value will also come to an end. This is another instance of 


J : vr ae Ce } m0) bet va , j : 
amoral outloo ife. But his w a deep contradiction. It also lies like a stick of dyna- 


suckers’ he pron vo ked mite at the roots of the Marxian ideology. Com- 
tof 1 the D mutism gives the human soul a poor substitute for 


L? 
4 


spiritual life. It does not give man the real nectar and 
ambrosia which his spirit hungers and thirsts for. 
Grace which emanates from a collectivised society 
cannot replace what descends from God. The result 
of a divorce from the fountain-head of divinity is 
aif? on nt evil of the capitalistic me social tyranny. This is clearly brought out in Dr. 
UL bo a on. A religious-mir Dillon’s Russia Today and Tomorrow in which he 
writes 


teous revol D 
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+ tc ae ant t aga ates Ps ea 
vanes ice Ce “Bolshevism takes its origin in the unplumbed 
depths of being; nor could it have come into exis- 
tence were it not for the necessity of putting an end 
to the injustices and iniquities that infect our super- 
annuated civilisation. It is amoral and inexorable, 
because transcendental. It has come not for peace but 


for the sword; and its victims outnumber those of 
the most sanguinary wars. To me it seems to be the 
mightiest driving force, for good or evil in the world 


today. It is stern reality smelling of sulphur and 
brimstone.” 
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yoan beings. But though individuals cannot coerce 
owners they can coerce as representatives of the 
gait. (Let us remember, incidentally, that the State 
merely a name for certain individuals using power 
sitter lawlessly or else according to certain rules.) 

the principle of coercion has survived the revolution 
od is, 10 fact, still ruthlessly applied. 

“If we accept the crude doctrine of class-war as 
ough, it means that the plan of life which Capita- 
ism has imposed on us is the only evil that we have 
fight. Capitalism itself is an outward symptom of 
sme deeper disorder. There is now a consensus of 
pinion that it is the spiritual bankruptcy which has 
created a widespread chaos of competing barbarisms 


io the affairs of man.” 

Fascism is another serious attempt to restore 
balance in human society. It is not an independent 
social philosophy as Marxism is. Its way has been 
“to act first and then philosophise.”® Essentially it is 
acult force conveniently adopted by a leader who 
makes his debut as a crowd-compeller and a tear- 
etker, and aspires to become a superman and a 

world-conqueror. It does not openly deny religion 
and motals. It sweats by spiritual values. But all 
hese ate opportunist measures to frustrate the 

Marxist venture. 

It does not abolish private property. But it does 
not condone the continuance of capitalists in their 
pays ne the State control. Its f ormula is “Every- 

Reine dita Rivet wate within the State 
€ the State,” ay 
| Thus the State is deified 
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[he principle of coercion has survived the revolution 
and 1s, in fact, still ruthlessly applied. 


“If we accept the crude doctrine of class-war as 
enough, it means that the plan of life which Capita- 
lism has imposed on us is the only evil that we have 
to fight. Capitalism itself is an outward symptom of 
some deeper disorder. There is now a consensus of 

opinion that it is the spiritual bankruptcy which has 


created a widespread chaos of competing barbarisms 
in the affairs of man.” 


Fascism is another serious attempt to restore 
balance in human society. It is not an independent 
social philosophy as Marxism is. Its way has been 
“to act first and then philosophise.’’ Essentially it is 
a cult force conveniently adopted by a leader who 
makes his debut as a crowd-compeller and a tear- 
etker, and aspires to become a superman and a 
world-conqueror. It does not openly deny religion 
and morals. It swears by spiritual values. But all 


these ate opportunist measures to frustrate the 
Marxist venture. 


It does not abolish private property. But it does 
not condone the continuance of capitalists in their 
freedom from the State control. Its formula is ““Every- 


thing for the State. Everything within 
‘ ; t 
Nothing outside the State. : F 


3 € State. 
Thus the State is deified 
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gonism between labour and capital. The State 
tas only to collar and contro! these two factors 
fo render them innocuous and convert them into 
parmonious collaborators. In its vain attempt to 
qutrival Communism it makes a brave show of its 
ympathy with the labour class. Mussolini, a renegade 
from Socialism and the Father of Fascism while ful- 
minating against Socialism as ‘‘a mechanical equa- 
liser of human values’ never failed to say a few con- 
solatory words for the workers. He said on various 
occasions—(a) ‘‘We are not against labour, but against 
the Socialist Party in so far asit remains anti-Italian.”’ 
(May 1920, at Milan), (b) ‘‘The Fascist Government 
cannot and does not wish to be anti-proletariat. Ihe 
workmen are a Vital part of the Nation.”? (December 
1922, at Milan); (c) “You can rest assured that in 
this Italy the workmen—all labourers both of the 
brains and of the hands, wili take, as is right, the first 
place.” (January 1923). He once characterised the 
working classes as “sacredly necessary”? to the Na- 
tion. The programme of November 8, 1921, had in its 
social legislation such as eight hours a day, obligatory 
insurance against accidents, old age pensioms, etc. 
Fascism works its industrial programme through cor- 
porations which do not possess legal personality, but 
constitute administrative organs of the State. Their 
functions are : 
(a) toconciliate the controversies Which may arise 
between the organisations co-ordinated, 


(b) to promote, encourage and sustain all mea- 
sures to co-ordinate production and improve 
its Organisation. 


142 Islam Versus Socialis The Golden Calf 143 
Every corporation has a counc 
representatives of the employers and \ 
Fascist social policy outlined above 1s 
to forestall and frustrate Communisn 
succeeded in banishing it lock, stock at 
his country. The corporations under F 
petuate State hegemony over the wor. 
the owning class. The members of corg 
no vioce in their affairs, They are run b 
who is not elected, but is a party nom nee 


The Corporative State claimed tc 
the thorny problem of the relations of 
labour. Here we see the working of the 
machinery of control. Labour dis otites 
tled by the arbitration of some official at 
are forbidden by law; there is a contin 
mainly interested in production and re 
worker only as an instrument. Ambiguit 
the high-sounding phraseology of the lea 
regime. The Charter of Labour } 
tudes, but gives the worker actually nott “There is a real progress In the production of 
a sense that out of the evolution, his hydro-electric power. Great Britain, without hydr au- 
active concern of the State. “‘We need tc lic resources, is making even greater progress in a 
permanent revolution,” said Mussolin , similar field. As for transport, old roads have been 


According to it, the individual is only an ensemb/e 
of social relations. He derives his dignity from these 
lations. Apart from these he is nothing. To com- 
pensate him for the loss of his status as a free moral 
agent he is guaranteed economic competence. He is 
but a cell in the body-social. From the cradle to the 


grave eaco and every aspect of his life is regulated 
by the new Leviathan. 


There was a short-lived spurt in the economic 
life in Italy. Then deterioration set in and it was 
cleverly concealed by statistical charlatanism. Mus- 
solini’s battles for conquering unemployment were 
in a large part re-arrangements of statistics, while 
the loudly-proclaimed public works schemes were 
small relative to other countries. The legislation 
soverning labour conditions achieved less rather 
than more, than in other countries since the war. 
This is borne out by a report of Mussolini’s public 
works in the New Statesman and Nation, November 
18, 1933: 
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phrase exerts a mys ical influenc e up macadamised and repaired, and new roads complet- 

In place of “Economie Man's ed, But the total expenditure of the Road Board 

nobler sentiments, but motivated by since 1928 was only 64,000,000. Scarcely an impres- 

ote prabenlsi' - pha eciaps sive effort for ‘a new economic system,’ 670 miles 

saat cy wm ag rive" Menaul i palate of new roads were completed in four years in Italy. 
eerie. In Great Britain, without Fascism. ] 30 

: ompleted in the four years end- 
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ing 1931, And they are much better roa 

expenditure on public works during the 
the Fascist regime is less than the ant 
local works out of the Local Loans Fi 
Britain. me 


ie sprawling figure of a crack-brained, fire-eating 
fadet, W00 under the fanfare of fine phrases, dug 
jis ferocious fingers into the vitals of his nation and 
pide it dance to his tunes. Still ‘‘all the lambs had 
ill the sins of the lions on their consciences.’? H.G. 
Wells Was quite right when he dubbed Fascism as 
“he revolt of a clumsy lout against civilisation.”’ 
Nazism was another false dawn on the benighted 
horizon of Europe. Smarting under the inhuman load 
of reparations and incensed at the ruthless mutila- 
tions of her territory by her conquerors, Germany 
developed symptoms of “‘collective neurosis.”” Com- 
mutism came to exploit this gloomy situation to 
further its revolutionary ends. Communists at first 
succeeded wonderfully with the frustrated but expec- 
unt nation. But they merely staged infructuous in- 
srrections. The vacuum and void continued as grim 
ss before. It was in this mood of disillusionment that 
Germany welcomed with a cry of hosanna a crazy 
bricklayer from Bavaria to build up her dilapidated 
socio-economic structure. Hitler made a political 
— capital out of the national neurosis of the defeated 
The facts and figures quoted abov e speak Germany. He organised the National Socialist Ger- 
themselves. Fascism proved a signal fiasco to man Workers’ Party (N.S D A.P.) and seized power 
the land of its birth from the clutches of povert bya coup d’ etat, in 1933. He proclaimed his doctrine 
distress. England—a stronghold of Capitali m, ~National Socialism—a new wellanschauung, co- | 
1 of achieveme extensive with the multifarious aspects of national 
a e wanes comes py et incep lif. The economic part of his programme is as 
of Fascism, Italy present depressing pictus 
people smarting under the yoke of at nic jue si 
In the shrine of human rights one could see fF 
on a high pedestal the Golden C al and 


“The index figure for the cost of | 

Jen 15°73 per cent since 1927. But indus 

have been reduced by a much Jarger {| 

Reductions effected without the consent ot 
cal Organisations are widely found. It 
industries the reductions range from 20 


cent; in the cotton trade 40 per cent, in sili 


38 per cent ; in the metallurgical trades 20 
excluding reductions in the case of indivic 
which had been accorded on a vast scale. a 
supplementary and arbitrary reductions 
“pee? yom 
negotiations have been effected by the regar 
work staffs and the systematic reductior 
rates....As for the state of business, banks 
great and small, exceeded 21,000 in 193: » whi > 
the British record five times over.” 


; . a ’ i) i. On sen eee 
in Comparison a more proud recorc of achi ven 


!. National Socialism recognises Private pro- 


perty in principle and gives it the pr 
of the State. Tati tas 


Am 
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character of their own movements Nazism and Fas- 
cis imparted a strong socialistic bias to their pro- 
grammes of economic reconstruction. Communism 
the promotion of eeHeruine which had caught on’ could not be circumvented 
Se ae otherwise. Their devilish devices served them well. 
ture. — cia. [hey gave short shrift to the Communistic movement 
4, Within the limits o “ obligatior O by duping the unwary workers to lionise and canonize 
man to work and th > fundam them as the Schemes for human salvation. 
tion of private property, eve Nazism which possessed more diabolicdynamism 
free to earn his living and to ¢ than its Italian prototype went one better. It intro- 
results of his labour es duced the racial theory as the /eit motiv of National 
5. The healthy combinati on of all fort Socialism. This theory in its original form may be 
ness, small and large, in every summed up as follows : 
economic life, including agric iture |. Everything about a human being is condition- 
_.encouraged.. |... a ee ed by the race or races from which he comes. 
6. All existing businesses which until r 1 The Nordics are the best of all the races. 
| been in the form of trusts shall t 3, All race mixtures are harmful. 
sero » mliseds«} ty vis 2 Cee 4 The Jews are the deadly enemies of the Ger- 
7, Usury and profiteering and persor man people. 
lsotileg acubaenbomsin. daa tonhet §. The great majority of Germans consists of a 
hed mixture of six “White European’’ races 10 


the nation, shall be punished wit : 
So ataaate ds the following order of importance—Nordic, 
Ostic, Dinatic, East Baltic, Falic and Westic. 


8. Introduction of obligation to wor 
There are also slight strains of Jewish Negro, 
Inner Asiatic, Gypsy and Sudelic blood in 


2. The national welfare, howeve 
a limit shall be set to the ame 
in the hands of individual: 

3, All Germans form a working « 


+ 


- 


14nd fawn § pf Kh Pa. te ieee me E 
period for the State is incumben 
_ In more points le. (People under Hitler, b 

. . . —_— "oa" ee ee [ an =f @) C. €O é Uji er l e y 
are like Siam vot tw ns. It was natuf®fé he Ge 2 P P P : 
the Fascist leaders who raised the Bolshevik t |. Proud inheritors of a racial destiny—the destiny 

as oe ys ; : ose ee 29 | of conquero Sintesli 99 66 
Re a | s and “‘civilisers.”” “The road the Aryan 


Snilty Ge 142 OT" 
“OD Wun e eee Fs Net feo 
than one, ad SCISEX 

| eS)" Se Wallace 

Nazism should have a family likeness with th Menclapilae) 
| \ geme4 te The Germans were told to regard themselves as 

and filled their people with a hauntir ordie) 
Russian experiment. To camoufla; I ad to travel was,” Hitler said, “‘clea l 

a 2 “8a Conqueror he overthrew the inferior 
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men and their work was d Jone 
according to his will and for & 
Italian ideology the State is" “ ) 
of the cosmic process. In National § 
Race. “The maio principle, we m 
Hitler, “is that the State is not an 


Itis this militant ideal which has determined the 
course of the Nazi economic policy. Despite an 
ambitious programme of labour uplift (given in the 
forgoing pages), labourers in Germany were con- 
lioually exhorted to regard “‘guns better than butter, ”” 
id what comes to the same thing, regard, themselves 
The,dsiving,foscesbalil Naz | t a ry ‘cannon fodder.’”’ Looked at from this angle, 
ait Watraitean: i. Nazism appears as a colossal trick to ravish and 
Preidle: eatice the workers from their peaceful pursuits and 
But in Fascism as wel iD iuoch them on the war-path. Industry was set to 
regarded as the greatest moral ic des play the role of a handmaid to Mars. This explains 
article “‘ The Political and Social Dc fe) ghy Nazism failed to bring about the oft-promised 
in the Italian Encyclopaedia wrote es millennium. This may be verified by the study of the 


“Fascism believes neither in tl German situation at two periods since the Nazi 
the utility of perpetual ponteaay since evolution. The first is afforded by a speech delivered 
by Dr. Ley, President of the Labour Front early in 


brings up to its highest tension < 

puts the stamp of nobility upon 1934, quoted by Joad in his Liberty Today from The 

have the courage to meet it.” Times, April 10, 1934. This clarifies the situation 
ufier a year of Nazi rule, To the employers he said : 


Hitler wrote in the same chat 2 
his Mein Kampf : Ber “The Labour Front must make it clear that al- 
had a right to profit, he (the employer) 


“Only when the idealistic longing though he 
at i ht at the present time to take any profit 


dence | is organised in such a way th had no rig 

of a people be transformed into F rot t rea worker was to some extent being paid starvation 
weltanschauung though a thousand- + oe wages in the interests of the reconstruction of the 
supremely beneficial to humani be nation, the utmost sacrifice must also be demanded 
tical service for the mainte of the other partner.” 

as its lei! have not ae eCOr = To the workers his message was : 

point of a militast movement»: “That at the same time the worker must realise 


pare: 


ee reece “s iter ‘hat, while the State was finding bread and work for 
| | *ven million unemployed, he must renounce wage 


party doctrines inte > the new fo unda if 
which gives the nation: iI smmunity | “ceases and such like things for the time being.” 
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{slays ft $ The Golden Calf 
The Italians and Germans €e 

dom and hitched their wagon tc 
dictatorship, but were none the t 
immolation. They stewed 10 thei! 
refuge or redemption. The late 
wrote in his book These Times : 


‘“‘Whatever test we take, whetl 
standard of living, public finance, vc 
general well-being, there is nothing in 
of the countries which have sacrific 
which makes it even plausible to 
should gain by following their ex: 


15] 


ica science are proletarianised. Immemorial institu- 
tions like private property and family are incontinen- 
iy scrapped. Lastly, religion in its traditional sense 
s/o beextirpated and replaced by a new social gospal 
fietéby man worships his collective self. Fascism 
id Nazism went farther and fared worse. They only 
oitred, “a theatre of action’”’ where the youth app- 
iuded the men who had forged their chains. What 

Hitler accomplished in Germany before World WarlIlI, 

qa vividly brought out in the late ex-Kaiser’s inter- 


view to the correspondent of the Daily Telegraph in 
Doorn. He was reported to have said : 


i? @ xar 1 ; é s 
ae a 
. . . wel .« Ti ae © ten 
This is an outline of the rival socia 
which emerged from the economic malati 
* ae , pl ee ae SAW | 
the paradox of scarcity amidst Plenty. Ab: 
of their merits and demerits shows that ¢ 
are like the Tower of Pisa always leaning tc 
Of the lot, Communism is more original 
In the words of H. G. Wells, Karl Ma 


“Of our Germany which was a nation of poets, 
musicians, artists and soldiers he (Hitler) has made a 
nation of hysterics and hermits engulfed in a mob, 
and led by a thousand liars or fanatics. He is sincere 
yithout doubt, but why should he be human ? He 1s 


1 man alone, without a family. He builds legions, but 
Nota nation. 


accurately the causes of capitalistic decay, ft 
it came to prescribing a remedy he offered 
cantations. Orthodox Communism, as | 
Stoddard points out in his Clashing Tides of ( 

is a one-sided attempt to solve our economic 
social problems. Although its goal is class-less sc 
enjoying economic equality, Communism pre 


“Over there,” the late ex-Kaisar added, pointing 
over Holland to the Reich, “‘an all-swallowing State, 
disdainful of human dignities and the ancient struc- 
ture of our race, sets itself up in place of everything 
else. and the man who alone incorporates 10 himself 


this whole State, has neither God to honour nor 

to attain this end by the Dictatorsliislaaaaaaa dynasty to conserve, nor the past to consult. For a 
riat, thus exalting-theanterests of Onelelas ais al ‘W months | was inclined to believe in Nazi-Socialism 
marily eliminating all other classes, however nun ee fever, but the wisest and most out- 
to physical extermination. Everything is subordinate , rh got rid of, or even killed. Hitler has noth- 
to the proletarian ideal. Art, literature, knowledge : but a bunch of shirted gangsters.” 

ad Is intervie 

a W though later denied, gave a suc. 
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athe world proletariat. 


cinct and uamistakable picture 
King Victor Emmaauel of Italy ha 
bitter feelings against the Italian ty, 
sive regime. Jt ii, 
The question that now confront: 
these idiotic ideologies come to enjoy st 
and popularity in the West ? The anss 
seek. World War I, shocked the peo, 
old-fashioned faiths. The collapse ¢ 
buggy” liberal Capitalism in the 


tae 
SS? 2: 


in Italy and Germany, Fascism came to relieve 
pat-tor people of the incubus of disillusion and 
despair, It was a promise to the disinherited middle 
asses, but it harassed the workers and tke upper 
asses, Thus it caused a serious social clea vage, but 

iit frustrated middle class staked their all on it. 


When all is said and done, one must admit that 
(pos iies¢ social philosophies failed to give the faith that 
completed the ruin of faiths. Having Ic nn must have to lean on and live by. Purpose and 
people lost vision and judgment and dignity, vision and imagination continued to be absent 
as well. In short, there was a serious spiri | 9 ‘tom men’s lives. “The Great Perhaps”’ corroded and 
This state of dementia may best be illu y | vtdermined belief in the higher and nobler destiny. 
quoting a French statesman’s remé rk. | 4 Their failure is due to the fact that while they purvey- 
what direction will French policy take, h "1 ed hope to one section of humanity, they held out 
‘The direction of a dead dog fic ating down . threats of destruction to others. There was more of 
The loss of faith and vision meant a vacut chauvinism than charity in them. Their contribution 
people’s souls as little as Nature ca 1 bea! to human civilisation consists in a set of cults and 
outside world. Thus the trend of their thot kulurs which inculcate beastly qualities in greed 
thing must fill i beings. This is regression, broad and clear. An eminen 
mankind would go to rack and ruin. The ic 1 anthropologist has said that the best criterion © wen 
ideals which rushed in to fill this gaping inte development of civilisation 1s to be f ound in the 
void were these sham philosophies, whose fabric: stowth of charity. Charity evidently implies two 
loudly claimed to impart purpose and dign things, ie. the toleration of differences of opinion in 
human life on earth. > oo ule politics and religion, and compassion for the sufferings 
The Communist promise was a promise or disabilities of other men and eagerness to salvage 
fowl in every pot” to the disinherited workers, | them. This attitude towards life is the highest expres- 
was at the same time a serious menace to the mit sion of advancing civilisation. In the light of the 
and upper classes. It was a false promise, but foregoing discussion it is indubitably cl 
beneficiaries clung to it tenaciously for w U : | different socio-ec ; paca y eaten that the 
better alternative. Hence Moscow became the Mecx fotepoin onomic 
g pagescannotfost 
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doctrines discussed in the 
er real and abiding charity. 
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govide any basis for the construction of a healthy 
nd progressive society. 
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Obscurantism inherent in Hindu society has been 
ihe Dele noir of sociologists who are appalled at the 


@mine Mdansbivd | 


= % 
a eel eee — = 


wmitigated attachment of the Hindus to the rotten, 
twictal ao ttee UP any) - y PT pan . ; 
flul God, it can oppressive and undemocratic structure of caste system. 
mplex affairs of human so 


Pullip Spratt views this unprogressive social set-up 
wider the magnifying glass and exposes its basic 


sn defect even to an untrained eye. He says, ‘‘This con- 
1e atration of emotion in the old and narrow channels 
_ which men a] ose their human shar offamily and caste, which were doubtless once usef ul 
~~ jagestitte mpts at social renovatic institutions, but have long lost most of their practical 
transmigration of soul is the anchc functions, may help to account for the lack of social 
ism. A scord ing to its implicat: initiative in Hindu society. Ithas often been remarked 
ee cause it is the re sult of ‘0 t a tior how reluctant Hindus in general are to form associa- 
vour can undo it. Consistent w tionfor political, economic, intellectual, social, sport- 
4. a NSS shes nicl ing and such like purposes. Doubtless it helps also to 
ling. to the Hi account for the poverty of culture in recent times since 
EMM EBT UPS: energy is confined to these sterile, since functionless, 
ee ee ee er formsandtheir endless quarrels.”’ Hindus are notori- 
ot alle sok enckdestnu came ous for their Freudian obsession with astrology. Spratt 
ter aniaweaninat, tae traces it to the depressing effects of inhuman caste 
decry or denounce themorti system. He says, ““Itis only in an atmosphere of caste 
cial revoluti , slavery that astrology canretain a firm hold on an in- 
;od’s Own Grand Design. : telligent community. Astrology is a theory of human 
atter how woe-bes helplessness Itis not merely an intellectual error, it 
on, merit no syn isa social disease.” (Independent India, \\th August, 
ght in the m 1946), 


At is now clear as daylight that a caste-ridden 
society Is impervious to healthy reforms. Even its 
oo gloat over their obscurantism and resent 

esi ; 
st any move or measure which provokes a 
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people hug to th ey som: 
relationships, whic 
tion. They want to pre: 
contours against ir exit 
the stream of progre ess 
dynamic social chan 
Hindu history. It is 
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jgand estrangement of man from Godhead, in the 


pitetics of surrealism, in the political ideal of sur- 
goder of individual liberty to the Absolute State. ’”’ 


Manu’s Laws which constitute the keystone of 


fe arch of Hinduism, betray a strong bias towards 
(ipitalism by a partial condonation of the institu- 
fon of j 


ah th e4ri 


vaguely descibelag 
Fromm has more 2 


chosis. nae pin po eeys 


There satediee 
attaches more value toa 
acceptance of it, + 
world and extols w orthlessn 
swokologi cal cht A Ss ign fies a sus 
struggle against the anarchy an 
stances ; its purpose is t 
conditions to the ser of ind 
people rendered timid eva he g al li . 8 
blinding blinkers of the caste syst 
crusade against adverse circur stantial : 
tothe formula—‘No iasianfadl 
dence of this timid evasion of un aa sar 
only in the Vedantist concept of Moksh 
Buddhist ideal of Nirvana and * > eth hi 


of the empiricists, the alg 
the will to survive, in 
the Spenglarian visual ation 

its working in the Pasca 


io of interest. They forbid the division of the 
nestral property and enjoin the joint family system. 
[his leads to the concentration and accumulation of 


mpital. Thus Capitalism grows and develops under 
iit protecting wings of the Vedic religion. 


Much against its original intentions and designs, 
Christianity has attained world-wide dimensions and 
has been responsible for creating mass-consciousness. 
HG. Wells writes: “Sit is the writer’s belief that 
massive movements of the ‘ordinary people’ over 
onsiderable areas only became possible as a result 
of the propagandist religions, Christianity and Islam, 
and their insistence upon individual self-respect”’’— 
‘The Outline of History, p. 968). But a minute study 
of the Gospels will reveal that Christianity 1s essen- 
tially a religion of withdrawal from life because it 
sedulously seeks to cultivate life-denying attitudes. 
“Whosoever he be of you that renounceth not all 
that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” This is 
Jasys’s commandment. Christian self-respect meant 
renunciation of world and all it meant, and retire- 
ment as a recluse. Christ's teachings lay great stress 
on love and peace. He disparaged and deprecated 
tiches and exalted poverty. His intention in doing 


‘0, was to banish professionalism and commercialism 
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158 Islam Versus So. 
which had vitiated the seat of 
The action, imputed to Jesus, ¢ 
changers from the precincts of tk 
emphasises his strong hatred < 
despise riches, to take no thoug 
gi ve up all to the po or, Su ch p. 
ruinously negative attitude towar 
recognition of this fact that Shaile 
in his Jesus and Social Inst. itutio y: 6 
recognise frankly the fact that jus 
is non-political, so it is ia any strict se 
mic.’’ Owing to the lack of any positiv 
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(insostom that “slavery was declared to be a bles- 
ing because, like poverty, it afforded the opportunity 
(practising the virtues of humanity and patience. ’”’ 


ln the light of these observations, only a lunatic 
woespect Christianity to lead mankind to the Land 
Promise by bringing politics and economics under 
isciocese. Its inherent incapacity to accomplish this 
01s exposed in the pungent remarks of Marx and 
Engels who say : 


‘The social principles of Christianity had eigh- 
0 hundred years in which to develop and they 
wed no further development at the hands of the 
priests and missionaries. The social principles of 

(htistianity justified slavery in the classic world and 
‘evailing ey glorified mediaeval serfdom and, if necessary, 
ia or hey ate quite willing to defend the oppression of the 
noletariat even if they should wear a crest-fallen 


came timidly to acquiesce in major in 
justices and oppressions of the pre’ 
system. The Catholic Encyclop 


on the subject thus : 
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“Christian teachers, following | 


ee anpeatance the while. The social principles of Chris- 

: age ing th pie ~  {ianity preach the necessity of a ruling and an oppres- 
=: stag: umphicithy ste stave SS ee ‘ive class, and all they have to offer to the latter 1s 
compatible with the Christian Law. Ihr ihe pious wish that the former may be charitable. 
couasels Slaves a obey Pear nae rides 1 The social principles of Christianity transfer the 
with their conditions patiently. This est -.. of all infamies to the realms of heaven 
slavery continued to prevail until it became teparation on ec achennctndhél 
the systematised ethical teachings of the sc and then they justily the perpetuation of the in amt 
and so it remained without any conspicuou S on the earth. The social principles of Christianity 

tion until the end of the eighteenth century.” declare that all the sig the wine cae 
mere aad lie oppressed are either the just punishment for 
Indeed justificati slavery | | aes 
provided by st A vetiialile ne'tal pa ae 5 al | | original or other sin, or tribulations which God in 
of the penalties incurred by man as a r 


catifthoe i own inscrutable wisdom causes the Elect to suffer. 
sin of Adam and Eve.” Nay, one learns from $ he social principles of Christianity preach co- 


ne ae 
ardice, self-abasement, resignation, submission and 
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gid are a sufficient manual for the building of 
yes and sky-scrapers. 


Iwould be labouring the obvious to emphasise 
wills Of the Church to come to grips with the 
gilg Socio-economic questions. The Church has 
im)scoosen to throw in its lot with the big batta- 
iwi [0 the past it sought alliance with monarchs 

| me ey ae s1Ve sidspots. In the twentieth century, it wooed capi- 
inaiificiedesee of Ch Iristia atty DE iiss and oed the line for the Dictators. While the 
from a hostile p den doe “§ NOL OOSCUI wiieran Church in Germany played second fiddle to 
some great OT iow wee have fit and his henchmen, the ‘Holy’ Pope in Rome 
view. Ta big oI — Ethi i eo in an unholy alliance with the Duce and 
lems, Dean Inge ap tly rem TALES f: nurely drawing his chestnuts from fire. Even after 
Gospels is herc dic and id perfe ctlonis! kiyrant’s inglorious end, the ‘august inmate’ of 
cxtinot remit Mee ely 12s $ too 0 often, a ik Vatican gave no promise of leading light to the 
sible conduct for a | large community.’ tijhted and uprooted continent. 


Religion and Mod : World w ites : 
3 , Mt 


Ce Bh “Jesus was beyol nd que estion ¢ a trul 
genius. Into many ¢ f the e older teach 
registered he put nev VI ne ca aniogs; ha ag 


ge 


We now turn to Islam. In the religion of the 
lily Prophet (be peace on him), idealism and realism 
‘ime to terms. Secularity and spirituality, instead 
clashing with each other and culminating in athe- 
profo | moral probl em men of asceticism, blend into a harmonious whole. 
of new insight. More gui BOER 8. Mttaphorically speaking, its teachings symbolise the | 
in his treatment of s peat - m SIE - ‘ONiluence of earth and heaven. Religious devotions 
ee orbs ss Oe a live g vital bearing on man’s activities in the | 
yourself and to do un wane sphere of his life. They impart a strong | 
should unto you are aft e maa Shik elow to his pursuits and exorcise the demon 
ing incentives to sea rch oo es e lishness from his day-to-day activities. The 
that the intricate 1nd c0 olden Calf is knocked off its pedestal and the love 

e me Sh is enshrined in the hearts with a practical 


modern society car a e “solve 1 
principles and by the al on . to . eee code to expaeAs it in the social life, 
| ; Yords of Goethe there is ‘ ‘neither hammer nor 
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‘broadly speaking, the Near East possesses a 
imental unity—that of Islam. The native Chris- 
jind Jewish minorities are local survivals from 
ng past times. Now Islam is more than a creed ; 

sa culture and a way of life. However radically it 
 0¢ modified by Westernism, Islam will remain 
sis Upon which new development will repose. 
0 slam is not ossified or decadent as many 
jatemners assume. It is very much alive and it has 
mg been In genuine evolution. The Islamic world 
hed its lowest depth or decrepitude twocenturies 
», Thereafter began the movement known as the 
Wihammadan Revival—a spiritual leaven which has 
wer ceased to work and which continues to work 
nd which continues to produce important effects. 


‘This revival, be it noted, was not dueto West- 
impacts : it sprang from Islam’s own vitality. 
Here, then, we have a new factor, not present else- 
where in the contacts of East and West. This further 
marks the difference between the current transforma- 
lon of the Near East and that of other oriental reli- 


tions,” 

The rapid spread of Islam is, to a great extent, 
ue to its sublime practicality and its promise of 
balanced life to its followers. Havell who is a great 
avice of Hindu culture and has no soft corner for 
en had Perforce to pay a glowing tribute to the 
Bee te programme of the Holy Prophet 
sk ik of God be upon him). In his 
Philosophy falar, bit in ee Sa i 

, ociological programme 


GLOSSARY OF TERMS 


§ome popular Terms have, in course of time, 
gired such new meanings as have superseded and 
guessed their original academic significance. They 
gegen below as food for thought. 


jpul—(!) That which provides the fire, the pot, the 
dinner, the table and the knife and knife 
for the anarchist. 


(2) A term to describe the money the other 
fellow has, in contrast with the term 
labour which is getting it away from him. 

(ipitalism—An economic System that capitalizes on 
capital. 

(witalist—Any man who gathers a fortune he does 
not need to leave to people who don’t 
deserve it. Aman who believes in low 
wages so that he can earn enough to 
support charities for needy workers. 

Charity—(t) The condensed milk of human kindness. 

(2) Giving away what you cannot use. 

(3) An amiable quality of the heart which 
moves the rich to condone in others the 
sins and vices to which the rich are 
addicted. 


Democracy—(1) It is a form of government which 
dispenses equality to equals and 
unequals as well. 
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at-A petson who looks up to no body, looks 
down on no body, but looks straight into 
the eyes of everybody. 
A system of government where every- 
thing thatis notforbidden is obligatory. 
or-(!) A man who can’t keep people in hand 
without using a clenched fist. 
| (2) A man who thinks he can take it no 
| matter to whom it belongs. 

(3) A person who has an easy mind reach- 
ing a misunderstanding with other 
countries. 

(4) The chief of a nation that prefers the 
pestilence of despotism to the plague of 
anarchy. 

(5) One who expects others to say “‘yes”’ 
and “Amen”. 


oto = 


ja 


Dictator’ s 
Yathematics—Whatever is added is lost, whatever 


you substract is never missed. 
Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat—One in which the proletariat is really 
dictated to, and moreover likes it. 
Dialectics—(\) A doctrine that there is no fool like 
an old fool because he has had more 
practice. 

(2) A method of reasoning or evolution, 
or any conclusion thereof, which you 
know “‘ain’t so”’. 

Communism—\\) Something dictated and red. 
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}) One of the processes by which A acquires 


property for B. 
One who, when it comes to wages is worthy 
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j0rion—An association of workers who believe 
} that wage reduction is a Capital 
offence. 
snr Government—An organised strike of demo- 
cracy. 
an ee (I) A system which believes Capitalist 
tlie pine a Ca ho th Ce punishment to be Capital. 
en ee en (2) Capitalism with a different pair of 
pants. 


(3) The advocacy of government control 
of public utilities to do away with the 


governmentcontrol by public utilities. 
(4) Rheumatism of the poor which de- 
| mands blankets from the rich. 
Meialisy_ 4) An individual who is not an individua- 
list, 
(2) A person who believes a profit is not 
without honour unless it is small. 
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proleiatTat 
Proletaria 
ogi! laa? off endas (3) Who believes in cradle-to-grave in- 
yom bed 4 om Teagn surance. 

! State—The political entity which withers 


to the state is to produce « away silently and naturally through 
kers and soldiers. the growth of the secret police and 
a dependent judiciary. 
"~A race with one horse (Attlee), 
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Karl Marx—A man who made very little capital by 

writing his lot about Capital. 

Marxian Materialism—An optical arrangement of 
many mirrors, by means of 
which you can always see what 
you want to see. 

Socialist Economy—Concentrated politics (Djilas). 

Social Democratism—A belief that all stomachs are 

the same. 2 

Bourgeois (in Russia)—In ethics and society: holding 
belief in God and religion, 
belief in freedom. 


THE END 
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THE EVOLUTION OF INDO-MUSLIM 


THOUGHT AFTER 1857 
By Dr. L.S, May 


This is a study of the relationship between religion 
and politics of Muslims of India and attempts to tell how 
Indo-Muslim nationalism originated, its developmental 
course and its ultimate ripening into Pakistan. Three major 
questions raised and answered in the book are: (1) Did the 
“Mutiny” of 1857 give birth to Indo-Muslim nationalism ? 
(2) To what extent are the philosophico-legal foundations of 
the Pakistan Movement derived from Islam and from foreign 
sources? (3) How was the nature of the State of Pakistan 
formulated? This provides an analysis of earlier political 
and other events, Islamic Modernism and _ educational 
principles. 

The author hopes that the analysis presented in the book 


may contribute to a greater historical perspective. 
Rs. 30.00 


THE ETHICAL PHILOSOPHY OF 


AL-GHAZZALI 
By Prof. Muhammad Umar ud-Din 


The book is the outcome of long thinking and labo- 
3 researches in Islamic Philosophy, extending over a 
od of thirty-five years. The author has been successful 
bringing out a book which certainly opens a new chapter 
the presentation of Islamic Thought to the modern 
orld, in particular the fundamental aspects and specu- 
lations of Al-Ghazzali, who has, perhaps more than any 
one else, deeply influenced the course of Muslim thinking 
during the last eight hundred years. | 

The book has been written in a clear and lucid style, 


embodying the latest scientific methods and phraseology. 
Rs. 16.50 


SH. MUHAMMAD ASHRAF 
KASHMIRI BAZAR - LAHORE 
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